
 

 Sermon Notes - Available 
in the Narthex 

 Listening devices are 
available upon request 

 Church Directory - The 
church directory is available 
by request from the church 
office.  It is available in digital 
or printed format. 

 WE WANT TO PRAY FOR YOU: If you have an immediate prayer need and would 
like us to  pray for you, please fill out the pew card and place it in the offering 
plate. Be as thorough as possible so we can most effectively pray for you. 

 Kids’ Own Worship - Kids kindergarten and older are invited to participate 

in Kids Own Worship following the Children’s Message.  Lesson: A Savior is 
Born, Luke 2:1-20 

 Thank you to Brandon Polak & Deb Martin for assisting with the Offering this 
month. 

 Thank you Charlene Tilton for hosting Coffee Hour  today. 

 Thank you to Joyce Walters, Elder for leading us in worship today.  

Study Ahead! - Next week’s Scriptures will be: Isaiah 9:1-7, Revelation 19:11-16 

 

  A Sanctuary of Worship     

   A School of Religious Education   

    A Church Home with Open Doors 

Rev. Joseph Yerger, Pastor 

CHURCH FINANCE’S  

Last Sunday's Attendance   

Last Sunday's Offering  $3,328 

Difference to Weekly Budgeted Offering $866 

Offering YTD $117,861 

Difference to Offering YTD  <$5,239> 

Sunday, December 18, 2022 

Jesus is the Everlasting Father 

Isaiah 9:1-7  

John 10:22-42 

   Contact Us at Mansfield 1st (EPC)   
 Phone: 419-756-7066 Email: office@mansfield1st.com    

Elders       Deacons  

Dana Constance, Diana Hammer, Ben Troyer,  Dee Engle, Nancy Dingess, Leslie Lancy,  

Joyce Walters, Sally Wyatt     Pat McGinty, Vivian Stevens,  



Welcome to Mansfield 1st EPC! 

Order of Worship  

December 18th, 2022 

4th Sunday of Advent  

Please take a moment to fill out pew pads 

Call To Worship: (Psalm 36:1-5)          Pastor Joseph                   

*Hymn of Praise:             #275 Sing We Now of Christmas     

*Prayer of Adoration:            Joyce Walters 

Call to Confession: (Psalm 36:6-9)               Joyce Walters 

Corporate Prayer of Confession:                               (ALL) 
O LORD, our Heavenly and Everlasting Father, You alone are righteous and 
just. You are holy and loving, but we Your people constantly fail to live up to 
Your standards. We break Your commandments. We hurt our neighbors. We 
do not walk justly. We speak unkindly. We are ungrateful for all the many 
blessings that we receive. Forgive us, we pray. We come to You, our Father, 
pleading for a mercy that we have not shown to others and do not deserve. 
Be gracious to us, LORD. Make us more like You. Transform our hearts, 
renew our minds. Sanctify our thoughts and let our deeds bring You glory. 
Teach us to love others as You love us. We thank You, our Father and King. 
AMEN 

Silent Prayers & Confessions:          Joyce Walters 

Assurance of Pardon: (Psalm 36:10-12)                     Pastor Joseph           

Offertory:   It Came Upon the Midnight Clear, arr. James Koerts     Angie Hunter 

*Song of Response:        #166  Doxology 

*Prayer of Thanksgiving:           Pastor Joseph   

 

Lighting of the Advent Candle (Peace):                  Randy & De Richard 

Prayers for God’s People :           Pastor Joseph 

Sung Response:               #631 The Lord’s Prayer 

Children's Message:         Kids come down to the left-side steps 

Children are released for Kid’s Own Worship  

 

 Hymn of Preparation:       #275 Sing We Now of Christmas 
              

  The Word of God** 

The Scripture Reading: Isaiah 9:1-7; John 10:22-42 

Sermon: Jesus is the Everlasting Father 
 

*Affirmation of Faith: (The Apostles Creed)            (ALL)
I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, And in 
Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, 
born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, 
and buried; he descended into hell; the third day he rose again from the 
dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the 
Father Almighty; from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic Church; the communion of 
saints; the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life 
everlasting. AMEN 

 

*Sending Song:        #259 Angels from the Realms of Glory 

Benediction  

*Please stand as you are able 

** Found on page  555 & 870 in the red pew Bible. 

 



Pastor Joseph’s cell phone number is 850-313-9714; Please SAVE ! You 
are welcome to Call whenever needed 

Meal Train - For Wanda Cantrell’s Family; Wanda is at home recovering 
from heart surgery. If you are interested in providing a meal or gift card 
please see the sign up sheet in the Narthex. Contact church office for 
more details. 

Christmas Eve - Our Candlelight Family Service will be held at 5pm on 
Saturday, December 24th. 

Christmas Day -  We will have our normal worship service at 10am on 
Christmas day,  but  Sunday School & Coffee Hour will be cancelled. 

This Week at Mansfield 1st EPC 

Office hours are M-F 8am-noon 

Sunday, December 18th  9 am  Sunday School   
   10 am  Worship Service        
      11:30 am Coffee Hour 

Thursday, December 22nd 9:30 am Prayer Meeting  

Saturday, December 24th  5 pm  Candlelight Family Christmas Eve 
     Service 

Sunday, December 25th  10 am  Worship Service  

       **No Kids’ Own Worship **      

      **No Sunday School** 

      **No Coffee Hour**    

Prayer & Praise Requests 

Prayers of Thanksgiving and Praise  

The LORD is Sovereign over ALL 
THINGS  

Our American Freedoms 

Our Freedom to worship the LORD  

Prayers of Petition 

Healing for Dan Davis 

Healing for Dana Woodring  

Healing for Beverly Urschel 

Healing for Joseph James 

Healing and comfort for Meg Wyatt 
O’Rourk  

Healing for Martha Montague 

Healing for Nik Stevens  

Healing for Edda Braun  

Healing for Wanda Cantrell (post 
surgery) 

Maxine Smith (cards & visits 
welcome) 

Margaret Hammett (cards & visits 
welcome) 

Lois Fischer  

Don Harding 

Sally and Bill Wyatt  

Ms. Vivian Stevens 

Sid & Nancy Hall 

Charlene Reed 

The family of Amy Duff upon her 
passing 

Joyce & Jerry Duff 

Doug Mabee 

Hazel  Bigner & family 

Diana Hammer’s Sister 

Our Congregation 

Pastor Joseph 

Ashley Scott & the Preschool  

Connie Cates, Lifewise Lucas Director 

The Salvation of the Lost 

For Our City, Our Nation & Civic 
Leaders  (for wisdom, grace, peace) 

Reverend El Akuchie, Mansfield City 
Councilman, 3rd Ward 

First Responders (Police, Fire, EMS) 

Nursing and Hospital staff 

All Christians being persecuted 
around the globe    
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Sunday School 

 - Pastor Joseph is  teaching  adult Sunday School at 9:00 am in the 
Parlor. We are studying the Gospel of Mark. Coffee is provided. 

 - We have classes for children aged 3-8, for children aged 8 and 
older, and for grades 7-12. Each class begins at 9 am on Sunday 
mornings. Visitors Are Welcome! 

Joy in the Morning - Meets on Tuesdays, at 9:30 am in Westminster and 
will resume again early next year..  

Prime Time -  Meets on Wednesday evenings and will resume again 
early next year, with more details to follow. This study is for all adults, 
beginning at 4pm with a dinner following. 

Spirit Seekers - A Bible Study and Fellowship group for people in their 
20’s-40’s. We are currently on a pause for the Christmas season and will 
resume again early next year. 



Westminster Large Catechism 

 

Q115. Which is the fourth commandment?           
A. The fourth commandment is, Remember the sabbath day, to keep it holy. Six 
days shalt thou labor, and do all thy work: but the seventh day is the sabbath of the 
Lord thy God: in it thou shalt not do any work, thou, nor thy son, nor thy daughter, 
thy manservant, nor thy maidservant, nor thy cattle, nor thy stranger that is within 
thy gates: For in six days the Lord made heaven and earth, the sea, and all that in 
them is, and rested the seventh day: wherefore the Lord blessed the sabbath day, 
and hallowed it. 

Q116. What is required in the fourth commandment?          
A. The fourth commandment requires of all men the sanctifying or keeping holy to 
God such set times as He has appointed in His Word, expressly one whole day in 
seven; which was the seventh from the beginning of the world to the resurrection 
of Christ, and the first day of the week ever since, and so to continue to the end of 
the world; which is the Christian sabbath, and in the New Testament called the 
Lord’s day. 

Q117. How is the sabbath or the Lord’s day to be sanctified?        
A. The sabbath or Lord’s day is to be sanctified by an holy resting all the day, not 
only from such works as are at all times sinful, but even from such worldly 
employments and recreations as are on other days lawful; and making it our 
delight to spend the whole time (except so much of it as is to be taken up in works 
of necessity and mercy) in the public and private exercises of God’s worship: and, 
to that end, we are to prepare our hearts, and with such foresight, diligence, and 
moderation, to dispose and seasonably dispatch our worldly business, that we may 
be the more free and fit for the duties of that day. 

Q118. Why is the charge of keeping the sabbath more specially directed to 
governors of families, and other superiors?            
A. The charge of keeping the sabbath is more specially directed to governors of 
families, and other superiors, because they are bound not only to keep it 
themselves, but to see that it be observed by all those that are under their charge; 
and because they are prone ofttimes to hinder them by employments of their own. 

 

Q119. What are the sins forbidden in the fourth commandment?        A. 
The sins forbidden in the fourth commandment are, all omissions of the duties re-
quired, all careless, negligent, and unprofitable performing of them, and being wea-
ry of them; all profaning the day by idleness, and doing that which is in itself sin-
ful; and by all needless works, words, and thoughts, about our worldly employ-
ments and recreations. 

Q120. What are the reasons annexed to the fourth commandment, the more to 
enforce it?                 A. 
The reasons annexed to the fourth commandment, the more to enforce it, are taken 
from the equity of it, God allowing us six days of seven for our own affairs, and re-
serving but one for Himself, in these words, Six days shalt thou labor, and do all 
thy work: from God’s challenging a special propriety in that day, The seventh day 
is the sabbath of the Lord thy God: from the example of God, who in six days made 
heaven and earth, the sea, and all that in them is, and rested the seventh day: and 
from that blessing which God put upon that day, not only in sanctifying it to be a 
day for His service, but in ordaining it to be a means of blessing to us in our sancti-
fying it; wherefore the Lord blessed the sabbath day, and hallowed it. 

Q121. Why is the word Remember set in the beginning of the fourth com-
mandment?                A. The 
word Remember is set in the beginning of the fourth commandment, partly, because 
of the great benefit of remembering it, we being thereby helped in our preparation 
to keep it, and, in keeping it, better to keep all the rest of the commandments, and 
to continue a thankful remembrance of the two great benefits of creation and re-
demption, which contain a short abridgment of religion; and partly, because we are 
very ready to forget it, for that there is less light of nature for it, and yet it restrains 
our natural liberty in things at other times lawful; that it comes but once in seven 
days, and many worldly businesses come between, and too often take off our minds 
from thinking of it, either to prepare for it, or to sanctify it; and that Satan with his 
instruments much labor to blot out the glory, and even the memory of it, to bring in 
all irreligion and impiety. 
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