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Advent 05 - Jesus is the Prince of Peace

12/25/2022

Scripture 1: (Isa. 9:1-7 ESV)

But there will be no gloom for her who was in anguish. In the former time he brought into contempt the land of
Zebulun and the land of Naphtali, but in the latter time he has made glorious the way of the sea, the land beyond
the Jordan, Galilee of the nations. The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who dwelt
in a land of deep darkness, on them has light shone. You have multiplied the nation; you have increased its joy;
they rejoice before you as with joy at the harvest, as they are glad when they divide the spoil. For the yoke of
his burden, and the staff for his shoulder, the rod of his oppressor, you have broken as on the day of Midian. For
every boot of the tramping warrior in battle tumult and every garment rolled in blood will be burned as fuel for
the fire.

For to us a child is born, to us a son is given; and the government shall be upon his shoulder, and his name shall
be  called  Wonderful  Counselor,  Mighty  God,  Everlasting  Father,  Prince  of  Peace.  Of  the  increase  of  his
government and of peace there will be no end, on the throne of David and over his kingdom, to establish it and
to uphold it with justice and with righteousness from this time forth and forevermore. The zeal of the LORD of
hosts will do this. 

Scripture 2: (Rev. 19:11-20:15 ESV)

Then I saw heaven opened, and behold, a white horse! The one sitting on it is called Faithful and True, and in
righteousness he judges and makes war. His eyes are like a flame of fire, and on his head are many diadems, and
he has a name written that no one knows but himself. He is clothed in a robe dipped in blood, and the name by
which he is called is The Word of God.

And the armies of heaven, arrayed in fine linen, white and pure, were following him on white horses. From his
mouth comes a sharp sword with which to strike down the nations, and he will rule them with a rod of iron. He
will tread the winepress of the fury of the wrath of God the Almighty. On his robe and on his thigh he has a
name written, King of kings and Lord of lords.

Then I saw an angel standing in the sun, and with a loud voice he called to all  the birds that fly directly
overhead, "Come, gather for the great supper of God, to eat the flesh of kings, the flesh of captains, the flesh of
mighty men, the flesh of horses and their riders, and the flesh of all men, both free and slave, both small and
great."

And I saw the beast and the kings of the earth with their armies gathered to make war against him who was
sitting on the horse and against his army. And the beast was captured, and with it the false prophet who in its
presence had done the signs by which he deceived those who had received the mark of the beast and those who
worshiped its image. These two were thrown alive into the lake of fire that burns with sulfur. And the rest were
slain by the sword that came from the mouth of him who was sitting on the horse, and all the birds were gorged
with their flesh.

Then I saw an angel coming down from heaven, holding in his hand the key to the bottomless pit and a great
chain. And he seized the dragon, that ancient serpent, who is the devil and Satan, and bound him for a thousand
years, and threw him into the pit, and shut it and sealed it over him, so that he might not deceive the nations any
longer, until the thousand years were ended. After that he must be released for a little while.
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Then I saw thrones, and seated on them were those to whom the authority to judge was committed. Also I saw
the souls of those who had been beheaded for the testimony of Jesus and for the word of God, and those who
had not worshiped the beast or its image and had not received its mark on their foreheads or their hands. They
came to life and reigned with Christ for a thousand years. The rest of the dead did not come to life until the
thousand years were ended. This is the first resurrection. Blessed and holy is the one who shares in the first
resurrection! Over such the second death has no power, but they will be priests of God and of Christ, and they
will reign with him for a thousand years.

And when the thousand years are ended, Satan will be released from his prison and will come out to deceive the
nations that are at the four corners of the earth, Gog and Magog, to gather them for battle; their number is like
the sand of the sea. And they marched up over the broad plain of the earth and surrounded the camp of the saints
and the beloved city, but fire came down from heaven and consumed them, and the devil who had deceived
them was thrown into the lake of fire and sulfur where the beast and the false prophet were, and they will be
tormented day and night forever and ever.

Then I saw a great white throne and him who was seated on it. From his presence earth and sky fled away, and
no place was found for them. And I saw the dead, great and small, standing before the throne, and books were
opened. Then another book was opened, which is the book of life. And the dead were judged by what was
written in the books, according to what they had done. And the sea gave up the dead who were in it, Death and
Hades gave up the dead who were in them, and they were judged, each one of them, according to what they had
done. Then Death and Hades were thrown into the lake of fire. This is the second death, the lake of fire. And if
anyone's name was not found written in the book of life, he was thrown into the lake of fire.

Sermon:

We come now to what is many people's favorite title for the Messiah: Jesus being our Prince of Peace. That is
such a nice title. It especially makes us feel very good about following our LORD and Savior, Jesus Christ,
since “Peace on Earth” and “Good Will towards Men” is what some people might claim is the whole point and
purpose of the Gospel; or at least it is what they think they understand the Christian religion is all about. Those
expressions become “Christmas card” platitudes; sentiments which are shared and expressed without always
being felt honestly or being earnestly desired. 

So many people, so often misunderstand the mission and ministry of Jesus Christ (and we Christians are often
just as guilty of this), believing that its our human responsibility to build Christ's Kingdom here on earth, in our
present time. The myth of “Christendom” has reigned for several centuries over Europe and the America's: the
earthly and temporal reigns of many feuding Christian kings and princes, beneath the tacit umbrella of Rome's
spiritual authority or by faith, alone. This has been an era of supposed Christian “peace”, overseen by selfish
tyrants  and  benevolent  overlords  alike  ever  since  the  Emperor  Constantine  proclaimed  Christianity  as  the
“official” religion of the Roman Empire in the 4th century.

It is a very sad truth about humanity, that religion has been the excuse for almost every war and military conflict
recorded in history, and the Christian religion is just about as great of an offender as any other. So much for us
being followers and exemplars of the “Prince of Peace”, right? However but now, in our more “enlightened
age”, “peace” {world peace} is raised as a worthy cultural ideal and the goal towards which all people should
happily work together and strive for, isn't it? 

 Peace, Man. 

 Make Love, Not War. 
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 There is No Way to Peace, Peace is the Way.

 No Compassion, No Peace; Know Compassion, Know Peace.

Each of those slogans are utter rubbish. Nonsense statements, all. But how can I say that? Because the definition
of “peace”, which they assume and presume to idolize and seek, is not the Biblical definition of “peace”; even if
that which they are dreaming of may be a consequence of the Peace of Christ.

I want you to think about this and remember it next time we “Pass the Peace” before the beginning of worship.

So what then is “peace”?

Peace1, according to Merriam-Webster, is:

 1 : a state of tranquility or quiet: such as, a : freedom from civil disturbance, b : a state of security or
order within a community provided for by law or custom; 2 :  freedom from disquieting or oppressive
thoughts or emotions;  3  :  harmony in personal relations;  4 a  :  a state or period of mutual concord
between governments, b : a pact or agreement to end hostilities between those who have been at war or
in a state of enmity.

Can anybody really think that that is really what was meant or intended when Aaron placed the Priestly blessing
upon the people, “The LORD bless you and keep you;  the LORD make his face to shine upon you and be
gracious to you; the LORD lift up his countenance upon you and give you peace.” (Num. 6:24-26 ESV); that
what God meant by giving us “peace” was freedom from conflict, tranquility, law and order, or a freedom from
having  our  feelings  hurt.  Those  definitions  may  well  each  be  a  consequence of  peace,  but  they  are  not
themselves peace.

Now whenever we think about Biblical peace certain specific images from Scripture often comes to our minds:

 Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion! Shout aloud, O daughter of Jerusalem! Behold, your king is coming
to you; righteous and having salvation is he, humble and mounted on a donkey, on a colt, the foal of a
donkey. I will cut off the chariot from Ephraim and the war horse from Jerusalem; and the battle bow
shall be cut off, and he shall speak peace to the nations; his rule shall be from sea to sea, and from
the River to the ends of the earth. (Zech. 9:9-10 ESV)

◦ The prophecy fulfilled on Palm Sunday: the triumphant, peaceful entry and welcome of Christ into
Jerusalem during the week before Passover. 

 The word that Isaiah the son of Amoz saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem. It shall come to pass in the
latter  days  that  the mountain  of  the  house of  the  LORD shall  be  established as  the  highest  of  the
mountains, and shall be lifted up above the hills; and all the nations shall flow to it, and many peoples
shall come, and say: "Come, let us go up to the mountain of the LORD, to the house of the God of
Jacob, that he may teach us his ways and that we may walk in his paths." For out of Zion shall go forth
the law, and the word of the LORD from Jerusalem. He shall judge between the nations, and shall decide
disputes for many peoples; and they shall beat their swords into plowshares, and their spears into
pruning hooks; nation shall not lift up sword against nation, neither shall they learn war anymore.
(Isa. 2:1-4 ESV)

1 https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/peace
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◦ Concerning the wise teachings of the LORD for human living, thus we think of people fore-swearing
violence, seeking a better and more constructive way to live.

 I will give peace in the land, and you shall lie down, and none shall make you afraid. And I will
remove harmful beasts from the land, and the sword shall not go through your land. You shall chase
your enemies, and they shall fall before you by the sword. Five of you shall chase a hundred, and a
hundred of you shall chase ten thousand, and your enemies shall fall before you by the sword. I will turn
to you and make you fruitful and multiply you and will confirm my covenant with you. You shall eat old
store long kept, and you shall clear out the old to make way for the new. I will make my dwelling among
you, and my soul shall not abhor you. And I will walk among you and will be your God, and you shall be
my people. (Lev. 26:6-12 ESV)

◦ We think of the LORD's blessings, which He promised for His faithful people in the covenant of
Deuteronomy.

 The wolf shall dwell with the lamb, and the leopard shall lie down with the young goat, and the calf
and the lion and the fattened calf together; and a little child shall lead them. The cow and the bear
shall graze; their young shall lie down together; and the lion shall eat straw like the ox. The nursing
child shall play over the hole of the cobra, and the weaned child shall put his hand on the adder's den.
They shall not hurt or destroy in all my holy mountain; for the earth shall be full of the knowledge of the
LORD as the waters cover the sea. (Isa. 11:6-9 ESV)

◦ Sadly the lion does not “lie down with the lamb”, a Biblical example of the “Mandela Effect”  {a
social  phenomenon so named for  Nelson Mandela  because  of  his  rumored and presumed death
several years before he died} found only in Hezekiah 3:16; however, because the “Lion of the tribe
of  Judah”  (Rev  5:5)  is  also  the  “Lamb  Who  Was  Slain”  (Rev  5:12,  13:8)  so  then,  in  the
eschatological  age of  the  Kingdom, the  ordinary human  expectations  for  the  violence  inherent
within every relationship in our fallen world will be turned upon their heads, into what may only
seem to us now as wondrous contradictions.

Now each of those passages describing the LORD's peace, offer examples and promises the end of, or at least
the absence of conflict; so people may be forgiven for presuming this is the prime definition of peace. But sadly,
peace is not the natural opposite of war and conflict; true peace is the opposite of division, of incompleteness, of
absence.

The fifth title that Isaiah prophesied for the Messiah is “Prince of Peace”. He would be the Sar Shalom, a deep
and complex idea which the Septuagint translates as  tous archontas eirenen kai ygieian auto  {τοὺς ἄρχοντας
εἰρήνην καὶ ὑγίειαν αὐτῷ (Isa. 9:5 BGT)} or literally and more woodenly as “the ruler of peace and soundness
within each person”.

So, the Biblical understanding of “peace”, beyond the mere absence of conflict, is inextricably connected with
the idea of perfect wholeness: with perfect completeness and perfect harmony. However, despite all of the many
promises of “peace” found in Scripture, we only witness peace described as being actualized in the “beginning”
of Genesis  and after  the eschatological  “end” of Revelation.  Unfortunately for  us,  the world in  which we
presently live is a fallen, sinful world. Peace is not the norm, but one day it will be; yet the path to peace is
neither easy, nor very “peaceful”. Consider:

 The miracle of the Incarnation of God the Son, the birth of Jesus the son of Mary and Joseph, surely was
not actually a peaceful event; because no birthing event ever really is, right? Who really thinks that the
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of Jesus' birth was a “silent night? What was the world's response to the birth of the Prince of Peace?
Attempted murder and death, as King Herod ordered the execution of so many young Jewish boys. "A
voice is  heard in  Ramah, lamentation and bitter  weeping.  Rachel  is  weeping for her  children;  she
refuses to be comforted for her children, because they are no more." (Jer. 31:15 ESV)

 The death of Jesus: His substitutionary, self-sacrifice of atonement, the singular event that makes peace
possible; is the event which brings us to a spiritual state of peace with the LORD: of wholeness and
restoration to the divine relationship as God's children; that certainly was not a peaceful event. Crowds
screamed for His execution. Schemers plotted His demise. They called false witnesses against Him. A
betrayer gave Him up to the authorities. Flesh ripped and torn beneath the whip-cracks of a scourge.
Forced to carry and drag a rough hewn, wooden beam upon powerful shoulders covered in ruined flesh.
Nails driven through bones and soft tissue. Hung high above the crowd with the weight of His body
dragging Him down, suffocating Him whenever His strength would begin to fail, so that He had to gasp
for every breath. “But he was pierced for our transgressions; he was crushed for our iniquities; upon
him was the chastisement that brought us peace, and with his wounds we are healed.” (Isa. 53:5 ESV). A
more violent or cruel means of execution than crucifixion has not been devised.

◦ Yet Jesus died so that we might live. He died to pay the penalty for our sins, so that our moral slate
might be “wiped clean” of all our wickedness, so that the righteousness of Christ might be added.
Tetelestai: the debt is paid, “It is finished.” (John 19:30)

◦ At the very moment of His death, the “veil” was torn. The thick and heavy curtain in the Temple that
separated the Holy Place from the Most Holy Place blocking our common access to the LORD's
throne and which protected us from destruction in the presence of the LORD's Holiness and wrath;
was  ripped  from the  top  to  the  bottom as  a  mighty  earthquake  shook  the  land,  a  violent  sign
proclaiming our newfound freedom of access to God, a restoration to spiritual fellowship between
man and the Most High God as the heavenly curtain was also drawn back.

 Then Jesus was raised from the dead on the third day. The stone was rolled away from His tomb as our
death conquering Savior rose to life once more. 

 Then He ascended into heaven, where He now reigns in Glory and with Power, for our present and
future benefit. 

Meanwhile, down here on earth, His faithful followers have suffered persecution, violence, and death because
of our faith and trust in Him. Like our risen LORD, Christians will and do suffer violence for the sake of His
Name, for our faith in His Name, and we will each gladly continue to suffer all of these things for the Prince of
Peace, because we know how the story ends: the conclusion is Peace; yet Peace can only come after a much
greater deal of violence concludes. 

Our Sar Shalom Messiah is not the “Prince of Peace” in the same way that Joe Biden is the “President of the
United States”: appointed or elected as our representative, yet without reflecting or possessing any relationship
to, or a quality shared in common with the state represented. The Sar Shalom is the ruler who brings us peace,
who creates peace itself. The Sar Shalom rules over all creation and He will  ensure and enforce peace. The
Prince of Peace will use His divine authority to impose peace: shalom. 

He will make us to be finally, completely whole. 
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 First, He makes us spiritually whole through our regeneration by the Holy Spirit: transforming our dead
hearts of stone into living and loving hearts of flesh: raising us up to new life, to spiritual life; “This is
the first resurrection. Blessed and holy is the one who shares in the first resurrection!” Our Prince now
gives us a desire to obey God and turn away from our sinfulness, and gives us access to our heavenly
Father through prayer, and the knowledge that our prayers are heard by Him; slowly transforming and
conforming our prayers and our desires to more closely reflect His will and desire for us. 

 Secondly, He will raise us up glorified like Him; either by raising the shell of our bodies to life anew or
by transforming those who will yet live; as Paul writes “Behold! I tell you a mystery. We shall not all
sleep, but we shall all be changed, in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet. For the
trumpet  will  sound,  and the  dead  will  be  raised  imperishable,  and we shall  be  changed.  For  this
perishable body must put on the imperishable, and this mortal body must put on immortality.” (1 Cor.
15:51-53 ESV) and then, once all have been raised, He shall judge us and those who “have done good”:
those who are justified by God's grace through faith in Christ; will possess eternal life, while those who
“have done evil” will be judged and justly condemned to death (John 5:19-30), condemned to die the
second death eternally, “This is the second death, the lake of fire. And if anyone's name was not found
written in the book of life, he was thrown into the lake of fire.”.

 Then those who have been raised to full and true life: both spiritual and physical; the Elect, the chosen
of God, Israel, the Church are those who will dwell with the LORD in the New Jerusalem,  upon the
New Earth, where peace: true peace,  shalom,  eirenen kai ygieian;  will  finally be the absolute norm
without any corruption from sin.

Then  we  shall  actually  know “peace”.  We  will  be  truly  whole:  body and  soul,  flesh  and  spirit.  We will
experience harmony in our relationship with the LORD and with each other. There will no longer be any sin or
sinful desires. There will no longer be a need for our repentance, because we will have been fully forgiven and
will never again do anything which requires forgiving. There will be harmony, as once we are fully united with
Christ, the Lamb, we will possess His mind (1 Cor 2:16) and will be united and perfectly obedient to His Will,
because it will also be our will and desire. Then “The wolf shall dwell with the lamb, and the leopard shall lie
down with the young goat, and the calf and the lion and the fattened calf together; and a little child shall lead
them.”, the whole predator and prey relationship must will be completely transformed because “...death shall be
no more...for the former things have passed away.” (Rev. 21:4 ESV). All of life and the whole world will be
restored to the original Edenic ideal, although it  will not be a restoration to the same. Instead it will be a
restoration to something new, and different, and perfect, and wonderful: “peaceful” and “whole”; a restoration
to shalom. This future and better world can and will only be inaugurated because our Messiah, the Savior, is: the
“Prince  of  Peace”,  the  “Everlasting  Father”,  the  “Mighty  God”,  our  “Counselor”,  and  He  is  oh  so  very
“Wonderful”!

However, this transformation, restoration, and reformation is not happening peacefully. We are living presently
in the violent age between the LORD's ages of  shalom, but the climax of history is closer than it once was.
Jesus' beloved disciple, the Apostle John was blessed with a vision of that future time and he in turn has blessed
us by sharing what he saw.

“Then I saw heaven opened, and behold, a white horse! The one sitting on it is called Faithful and True, and in
righteousness he judges and makes war. His eyes are like a flame of fire, and on his head are many diadems,
and he has a name written that no one knows but himself. He is clothed in a robe dipped in blood, and the name
by which he is called is The Word of God. And the armies of heaven, arrayed in fine linen, white and pure, were
following him on white horses. From his mouth comes a sharp sword with which to strike down the nations, and
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he will rule them with a rod of iron. He will tread the winepress of the fury of the wrath of God the Almighty. On
his robe and on his thigh he has a name written, King of kings and Lord of lords.” That is the vision which John
saw of the “Prince of Peace”, Jesus Christ, the Living Word of God (John 1). John knew the man Jesus, but this
is the description he leaves us with: a warrior-king prepared for battle; our Sar Shalom is the one who will bring
about peace, yet first He must bring division so that afterwards, only peace remains. 

We tend to often forget some of the more plain things which Jesus said, like “Do you think that I have come to
give peace on earth? No, I tell you, but rather division. For from now on in one house there will be five divided,
three against two and two against three. They will be divided, father against son and son against father, mother
against daughter and daughter against mother, mother-in-law against her daughter-in-law and daughter-in-law
against mother-in-law." (Lk. 12:51-53 ESV). Why must Jesus bring division first? Because our Prince must
divide us: separate His Elect from the Reprobate, separate the sheep from the goats, cut the sinfulness and
corruption away from that which He is sanctifying and making to be holy; (like cutting away a cancerous tumor
from a person's body) so that following this His great division, only that which is whole will remain. {This is
the reverse of the “subtraction through addition” by which we understand the pre-Fall human condition and the
addition of sinfulness and sin.}

When we consider “peace” in this manner, we start to better understand the question of “Why did God allow sin
into the world?”, since all of the death, violence, chaos, and destruction: the disharmony, the disunity, all the
fears and anxiety of the world, all of our self destructive sins are the direct consequence of Adam and Eve's one
first sin. They were the ones who defaced and corrupted God's good creation; but why would God even allow
that to happen, unless He already had something even better built into His plan for our future; something which
may only become possible because of mankind's sin?

Think about the shalom of creation like a great bolt of white linen cloth. A single, perfect, whole woven cloth
wrapped and rolled around a board, but then a child spills a cup of bright red Kool-Aid on one side of the bolt
so that the juice soaks in and stains the fabric. Now the cloth is no longer perfect and good; it is ruined, right?
No, because it was no accident since you gave them the cup knowing that they would spill it on the cloth.
Regardless, the shalom of the fabric roll has been disrupted, and the only way to restore it is through violence;
through many great and terrible acts. 

You unroll the bolt, and then you pull out your fabric shears (which are never used to cut paper, or anything
else...ever) and begin to cut the cloth. The scissors tear and rip their way through the linen, cutting around and
cutting off the stained portions; removing them until only the pure, white, and clean fabric remains. However,
the linen still lacks shalom. Again you go to work with the shears, cutting and dividing the bolt into so many
pieces: disconnected and isolated, each one from the other; but then, out comes a needle and some thread.
Piercing the cloth: jabbing and stabbing it; dragging and pulling the thread through, over and over again. Until
finally, you realize that the holes have been closed tight and the pieces reunited, in a strange and different, new
and wondrous configuration, so that now, instead of a whole rolled bolt of cloth, you have a beautiful and
whole, white wedding dress suitable for a bride to wear. Although it has been transformed into something new
and wondrous, it is still fundamentally the same whole bolt of cloth that it was first created to be. The Bride of
Christ,  the  Church,  is  even now being clothed in  that  kind  of  garment,  as  we are  being  prepared  for  the
consummation  of  our  union with Jesus  Christ,  the  Prince  of  Peace.  God's  eternal  plan  is  far  greater  than
anything which we could ever have devised.

We know that the New Earth and the New Jerusalem will be like our present world in many ways, yet still
different. They will be places of peace and wholeness, of shalom; a new and better Eden for all of God's people
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to dwell in. However, before we get there our Prince still has some more “sewing” to do; more violence is yet to
come.

“And I saw the beast and the kings of the earth with their armies gathered to make war against him who was
sitting on the horse and against his army. And the beast was captured, and with it the false prophet who in its
presence had done the signs by which he deceived those who had received the mark of the beast and those who
worshiped its image. These two were thrown alive into the lake of fire that burns with sulfur. And the rest were
slain by the sword that came from the mouth of him who was sitting on the horse, and all the birds were gorged
with their flesh. Then I saw an angel coming down from heaven, holding in his hand the key to the bottomless
pit and a great chain.  And he seized the dragon, that ancient serpent, who is the devil and Satan, and bound
him for a thousand years, and threw him into the pit, and shut it and sealed it over him, so that he might not
deceive the nations any longer, until the thousand years were ended. After that he must be released for a little
while.”

Please notice,  that  while  the  divine Prince of  Peace  comes prepared and arrayed for  battle,  He is  not  the
aggressor {remember Presdient Theodore Roosevelt's “Speak softly and crry a big stick” remark?2}; it is “the
beast”, and the “kings of the earth”, and “the dragon” who come to do battle and make war against the “King of
kings and Lord of lords”. The one “ called Faithful and True” does not come to cause this conflict, instead He
comes to end the war forever and establish the LORD's peace: shalom. This is the same great spiritual conflict
which we are presently embroiled in,  and have been ever  since that  “wily serpent” first  slithered into the
Garden.

“And when the thousand years are ended, Satan will be released from his prison and will come out to deceive
the nations that are at the four corners of the earth, Gog and Magog, to gather them for battle; their number is
like the sand of the sea. And they marched up over the broad plain of the earth and surrounded the camp of the
saints and the beloved city,  but  fire  came down from heaven and consumed them, and the devil  who had
deceived them was thrown into the lake of fire and sulfur where the beast and the false prophet were, and they
will be tormented day and night forever and ever.”

Then once evil and sin have been completely defeated: Satan and his minions will be cast into the eternal
hellfire of judgment and wrath; and then all of the dead will be raised bodily for the final judgment.

“Then I saw a great white throne and him who was seated on it. From his presence earth and sky fled away, and
no place was found for them. And I saw the dead, great and small, standing before the throne, and books were
opened. Then another book was opened, which is the book of life. And the dead were judged by what was
written in the books, according to what they had done. And the sea gave up the dead who were in it, Death and
Hades gave up the dead who were in them, and they were judged, each one of them, according to what they had
done. Then Death and Hades were thrown into the lake of fire. This is the second death, the lake of fire. And if
anyone's name was not found written in the book of life, he was thrown into the lake of fire.”

Death and Hades, death itself and the resting place of the dead will be themselves cast into the fires of torment
and destruction, along with all of those judged to be wicked and condemned; everyone whose name is not found
to have been written in the Lamb's Book of Life from before the foundation of the world (Rev 3:5, 13:8, 17:8,
20:12-15, 21:27). The just, those who are justified by faith in Christ alone, shall be raised to enjoy life eternal in
the LORD's Kingdom, while all the rest shall be raised to life to suffer the “second death” of eternal torment as
judgment for their sins.

2 https://education.nationalgeographic.org/resource/big-stick-diplomacy

Pastor Joseph A Yerger, Mansfield 1st EPC: 399 S Trimble Rd; Mansfield, OH 44906

https://education.nationalgeographic.org/resource/big-stick-diplomacy


9

Then the New Jerusalem will descend and the LORD upon the throne will declare to all "Behold, I am making
all things new." Also he said, "Write this down, for these words are trustworthy and true." And he said to me, "It
is done! I am the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and the end. To the thirsty I will give from the spring of
the water of life without payment. The one who conquers will have this heritage, and I will be his God and he
will be my son.” (Rev. 21:5-7 ESV). 

Thus John shares his final vision of this reformed world and glorious peace “...the river of the water of life,
bright as crystal, flowing from the throne of God and of the Lamb through the middle of the street of the city;
also, on either side of the river, the tree of life with its twelve kinds of fruit, yielding its fruit each month. The
leaves of the tree were for the healing of the nations.” (Rev. 22:1-2 ESV), the river of the “water of life” welling
up from the throne of the LORD and the “tree of life”: last seen in the Eden of Genesis and perviously denied to
Adam's race; now all grown up on both sides of the river, fully matured and producing “twelve kinds of fruit”
for our food and with its' leaves being given “for the healing of the nations.”.

Peace at last. Peace will reign over this new land and in this new city. Although this peace will look different
from that which reigned in the beginning, it is the same peace: a peace which has matured and been transformed
into something even more wondrous than it was at first. This shall be the domain and Kingdom of the Messiah:
of Jesus Christ; the “Wonderful, Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.” (Isa. 9:6 ESV). 

This is our blessed hope. That is the “city that has foundations, whose designer and builder is God.” (Heb.
11:10 ESV) which Abraham and we look forward to and wait for. This is the purpose for and the reason why the
LORD God became incarnate, being born a baby in Bethlehem: to conquer death and sin, and to reign over this
Kingdom of  Peace.  This  is  the  “Reason for  the  Season”.  This  is  the  miracle  of  Christmas.  This  is  God's
Christmas gift to His people.

So, whenever you begin to worry or fear about all of the troubles in the world, stop and remember; look ahead
in joy to the Kingdom which is coming soon. Trust the LORD and His promises. Trust in Jesus Christ, believe
on Him and you will live.

Merry Christmas! AMEN

Pastor Joseph A Yerger, Mansfield 1st EPC: 399 S Trimble Rd; Mansfield, OH 44906


