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Advent 02 - Jesus is our Counselor

12/04/2022

Scripture 1: (Isa. 9:1-7 ESV)

But there will be no gloom for her who was in anguish. In the former time he brought into contempt the land of
Zebulun and the land of Naphtali, but in the latter time he has made glorious the way of the sea, the land beyond
the Jordan, Galilee of the nations. The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who dwelt
in a land of deep darkness, on them has light shone. You have multiplied the nation; you have increased its joy;
they rejoice before you as with joy at the harvest, as they are glad when they divide the spoil. For the yoke of
his burden, and the staff for his shoulder, the rod of his oppressor, you have broken as on the day of Midian. For
every boot of the tramping warrior in battle tumult and every garment rolled in blood will be burned as fuel for
the fire.

For to us a child is born, to us a son is given; and the government shall be upon his shoulder, and his name shall
be  called  Wonderful  Counselor,  Mighty  God,  Everlasting  Father,  Prince  of  Peace.  Of  the  increase  of  his
government and of peace there will be no end, on the throne of David and over his kingdom, to establish it and
to uphold it with justice and with righteousness from this time forth and forevermore. The zeal of the LORD of
hosts will do this. 

Scripture 2: (Jn. 14:12-20 ESV) 

"Truly, truly, I say to you, whoever believes in me will also do the works that I do; and greater works than these
will he do, because I am going to the Father. Whatever you ask in my name, this I will do, that the Father may
be glorified in the Son. If you ask me anything in my name, I will do it.

"If you love me, you will keep my commandments. And I will ask the Father, and he will give you another
Helper, to be with you forever, even the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive, because it neither sees
him nor knows him. You know him, for he dwells with you and will be in you.

"I will not leave you as orphans; I will come to you. Yet a little while and the world will see me no more, but
you will see me. Because I live, you also will live. In that day you will know that I am in my Father, and you in
me, and I in you.
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Sermon:

The Holy Spirit,  the third Person of  the Trinity,  is  someone whom we ordinary Christians  are  often,  very
frequently, if not near perpetually, guilty of sinning against in one of two ways: either we over emphasize His
power and influence, highlighting His work and presence such that He becomes our primary focus; or, we tend
to  ignore  Him,  His  work,  His  power,  and His  influence  except  for  the  barest  acknowledgment  whenever
something “miraculous” or “divine” occurs in our lives, only letting Him out of the theological box for one
Sunday each year, on Pentecost, to remind us that the Godhead is actually a Trinity: three Persons, Co-Equal,
yet each separate and distinct from each other; three unique Persons composed of one substance, united together
in Will, Power, Knowledge, Authority, and Activity.

Now tt is natural for each of us to relate to God in ways different from one another. Each of us are made in His
image, are reflections of Who He is, thus it makes sense that some of us might relate better to the idea of God
as: our heavenly Father, or Jesus as our Brother, or the Holy Spirit as our Helper/Advocate/Guide; because of
who we are, and because of our personal life experiences. There is absolutely nothing wrong with that, except
for when we begin to ignore or minimize the other two Persons of the Trinity, prioritizing one over the others.

Despite the apparent thrust of our text from John's Gospel this morning, our focus is actually not the Holy Spirit
today, nor our receipt of Him. Our focus is still  upon Isaiah's prophesied Messiah and the titles which He
possesses. However, John reminds us here, almost off-handedly, of an important fact about Jesus that we often
easily overlook or forget.

Most  often  when  we  think  about  the  Holy  Spirit,  we  think  about  Jesus's  promise  {made  during  the  
Upper Room Discourse of John 13-17} that His Spirit would be sent to us (14:16), that the Spirit will teach us
all things and all truth (14:17, 14:26), that the Spirit will witness to us about Jesus (15:26), that the Spirit will
dwell with us, and that the Spirit will dwell within us (14:17). It is within all of this work and role that we find
the most commonly used and preferred title and description of the Holy Spirit as our parakletos. 

Parakletos is an important Greek term that carries a broad range of related meanings, particularly in the secular
ancient world, but Scripture uses each meaning to describe and apply to the Holy Spirit.  Perhaps the most
important use and meaning of this ancient term is it's principal use in the sphere of civil law. 

Depending on which English translation you use,  you will  often find one of  three terms used to  translate
parakletos: Helper (ESV), Comforter (KJV), or Advocate (NIV); yet there is still another term that can {imho
and should} be used, and is equally applicable in every case, which is applied less often in translation but is
used quite often in our spiritual thought: “Counselor”.

A parakletos in the ancient Greek and Roman world was someone who principally served in a legal capacity for
individuals and families as a general counselor. A parakletos would stand and serve as their advocate in every
legal matter: advising them on what they should or should not do within the bounds of the law, advising them
on what they should or should not say and to whom. A parakletos would comfort them as they helped to get
people out of unpleasant situations. Simply put, an ancient parakletos may be considered analogous to a modern
lawyer, which is why even today lawyers are also given the descriptive titles of “counselor” and “advocate”. So,
a parakletos helped those whom they served in many different kinds of matters; not just in court but also with
things like arranging marriages, and business or social contracts. For those who could afford their services, for
those who needed their services, a parakletos was “Their Guy”. Everything which Jesus promises us about the
Holy Spirit in John's Gospel, are the same sort of things which any civil, human parakletos would do for their
clients. 
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This then brings us back around to our passage in John when Jesus told His disciples, “And I will ask the
Father, and he will give you another Helper, to be with you forever...”, “...he will give you another Helper...”,
“another  parakletos”, but who is the first? The Holy Spirit who descended upon God's people on the day of
Pentecost, who is the Spirit of Truth, who dwells within every believer sanctifying, guiding, helping, counseling
them in all things is not the only, nor even our first divine  parakletos; He is “another”. Jesus Christ is our
Counselor, first. Later, John reaffirms this again in his first Epistle, writing “My little children, I am writing
these things to you so that you may not sin. But if anyone does sin, we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus
Christ the righteous.” (1 Jn. 2:1 ESV); Jesus is our “advocate”.

Jesus, our parakletos, is our “counselor”. 

There is a commonly used theological analogy which describes the moment of our justification before God, like
a scene from a courtroom TV drama: God the Father sits behind the bench as the Judge, Jesus stands in place
next to us as our defense attorney, our  parakletos, while Satan stands against us as the prosecuting attorney
{notice Who is missing from the story/description? Perhaps He is the bailiff who will take us into custody or set
us free once the verdict is rendered?}. Then Satan lists out all of our many sins, in painstaking detail, and when
the Judge asks us, “How do you plea?” Jesus stands up in our place and says “I have taken their guilt upon
myself and I have already paid their penalty. Therefore, now they are standing before You justified by my own
righteousness credited to them.”. 

That legal aspect is the primary sense and use of  parakletos. Jesus is our counselor and advocate, our divine
lawyer before the judgment seat. Jesus is our helper and our comforter, He is the one who has rescued us from
our guilt and suffered the righteous penalty for our sinfulness, and He is the one who grants us the comfort of
freedom and forgiveness. Even now, while the Holy Spirit is our present parakletos, Jesus was and still is our
first, and He is our personal Counselor in a way far beyond the overly spiritualized {and simplified} aspects of
that courtroom allegory. He fulfills the role of counselor, the more classical role which Isaiah understood it as,
throughout His life and ministry in Galilee and Jerusalem and He continues to counsel us through the text of the
Gospels.

The second Hebrew title which Isaiah uses to name the Messiah, is yo'eyts: a noun that refers to a person who:
helps a king,  ruler, or other leader through the process of deliberation,  who helps them to make important
decisions, an advisor who provides wisdom or brings alternative perspectives to a situation; a person plainly
who, in many other words, is a counselor. 

Last week, I remarked that there are some differences between our commonly used English translations, with
the  King  James  listing  five  titles  while  many  others  reduce  this  text  to  only  four  titles  by  translating
“wonderful” as an adjective modifying “counselor”. This discrepancy arises because in the Hebrew of Isaiah 9:6
{9:5 in WTT Hebrew text actually} the first title is the noun pele' and the second title is yo'eyts, but when we
consider the Greek Septuagint  translation of Isaiah  {the translation from which the first  century messianic
theology was applied} the Greek rendering pele' is translated as the adjective megales and yo'eyts as the noun
boules: becoming in English “Great” or “Wonderful Counselor” {this is still a rather dynamic and interpretive
translation of boules as it more ordinarily describes the process of giving and receiving counsel, rather than the
person offering advice which is a sumboulon and is used to translate yo'eyts in 2 Sam 15:12 and 2 Chronicles
22:3}. So, I will not say that the King James is more or less correct or that the ESV/NIV/NRSV is more or less
correct with their translation of this verse, however it does show a degree of possible agenda in the choices by
the  English  translators  through  their  given preference  or  priority  for  the  Hebrew or  Greek understanding.
Considering both versions is important here because they each hold slightly different, but not contradictory
{both views are rather complementary of the other, in fact} views of the expected Messiah. The Septuagint view
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describes more the character and positive degree of the Messiah's counsel while the Hebrew view, which also
carries that same interpretive weight because of the surrounding titles, serves to more plainly name the Messiah
according to His role as a divine Counselor rather than by the quality of His counsel.

Jesus Christ is the holy Counselor, incorporating all of those elements into this His titular role and duty: as
advocate, comforter, helper, and adviser; everything we could ever wish to have in our Counselor.

We have spent great lengths in the past {and we will surely spend even more time in the future} and have also
briefly considered them today, studying the spiritual aspects of our Counselor's role and how they effect us, but
now I wish to consider how Jesus was and is our Counselor in His humanity and not only His divinity.

I've said before that even the greatest critics of Jesus and liberals who scoff at our Christian faith will affirm that
Jesus of Nazareth was a “great man” and a “great moral teacher”. They will tacitly agree with us that Jesus is a
good “counselor”; that He is even a “Wonderful Counselor”, so long as any attribution of divine influence is
removed from their consideration. {Do you see then the possible agenda inherent in a translator's preference for
using “wonderful” as an adjective? Mind you, I do not accuse those who translated the ESV of holding a
(theological) liberal bias, but I do caution against how some liberals may use and interpret that choice.} 

Many people,  who otherwise live ignorant of the teachings of Scripture,  will  say how much they like and
respect Jesus “the man” and say how much they appreciate the “Sermon on the Mount”; but, considering how
most people generally live today, they surely would not say this if they ever actually read the Sermon on the
Mount for themselves (Matthew 5-7), if they tried to understand it, or if they tried to apply even half of Jesus's
teaching in it to their own lives. Sure, they may think that it sounds quite good, and nice, and pleasant, and very
friendly at a cursory reading with all of its': “Blessed are the..XYZ” (Matt 5:1-11), “Judge not...” (Matt 7:1),
“Love your neighbor” (Matt 5:43), “Turn the other cheek” (Matt 5:39), or promises of “Ask and it will be given
to you” (Matt 7:7); but they do not see or hear nothing of God's justice or wrath and they do not understand
what sin is or what being righteous before God actually requires. If they did, then I do not think that they would
still like it all that much. 

Jesus  Christ,  God the  Son incarnate,  our  perfect  covenant  Mediator  taught  and proclaimed  God's  truth  to
everyone who would listen to Him. He taught as He walked. He taught as He ate. He taught by whom He would
associate with and He taught everyone who came to Him with their questions. The “Sermon on the Mount” is
the best example of Jesus, in His human nature and life, serving as the Counselor: both for the people of Israel
then, and for God's people now. 

The Sermon on the Mount is the longest single discourse of Jesus recorded in the Gospel of Matthew. It begins
by telling us that upon, “Seeing the crowds, he [Jesus]went up on the mountain, and when he sat down, his
disciples came to him. And he opened his mouth and taught them, saying...” (Matt. 5:1-2 ESV) and then, when
He finished, it  concludes with “And when Jesus finished these sayings,  the crowds were astonished at his
teaching, for he was teaching them as one who had authority, and not as their scribes.” (Matt. 7:28-29 ESV)
Jesus taught the people as “one who had authority, and not as their scribes.” Jesus' teaching was different. It
carried a different kind of weight. His teaching was recognized to possess a different quality and held a greater
importance than that of their ordinary teachers, the so-called experts and and scholars: the scribes, the Pharisees,
or the “doctors of the law” (Luke 5:17 KJV).

Just as in Exodus 20, following the plenary, verbal giving of the “Ten Commandments” by the LORD, when
God continued to provide additional stipulations, stipulations that were given to explain and apply that moral
law to our lives, so too was the purpose of what Jesus taught during the Sermon on the Mount. They were not
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new laws, nor were they a transformation of the existing law, but they were a better, more clear, and albeit more
strict explanation, interpretation, and application of them.

Speaking about the Old Testament Scriptures as a whole, Jesus here gives us the greatest endorsement for the
Authority of Scripture doctrine by saying, “Do not think that I have come to abolish the Law or the Prophets; I
have not come to abolish them but to fulfill them. For truly, I say to you, until heaven and earth pass away, not
an iota, not a dot, will pass from the Law until all is accomplished.” (Matt. 5:17-18 ESV), which is to say that
the Law of God is still valid and important for our lives even as He fulfills and completes it. It is valid, relevant,
and still in full effect, to say otherwise would make us into anti-nomian heretics, but through the grace of Jesus
Christ we have been freed from the condemnation and curse of the Law yet not our obligation to obey it. Most
importantly for us to know today, with that declaration Jesus says that He is not changing or abrogating the Law,
even as He explains it.

• Concerning murder, our Savior teaches us that the commandment is not limited just to the unlawful
taking of human life.  He counsels us that unjust anger against  another  person is  also equated with
murdering them in our hearts, and that malicious negative statements against others, like “name-calling”
or other false condemnatory remarks, are actually verbal forms of violence and are likewise subject to
judgment (Matt 5:21-22).

• Concerning adultery, Jesus teaches us that merely indulging in lustful thoughts concerning a person not
your spouse is adultery and that the moral prohibition is not limited only to physical acts. He counsels us
to take all possible measures to avoid temptation; not meaning to literally maim ourselves so as to avoid
sinning, but to treat the matter as serious as it really is (Matt 5:27-30). He further qualifies the Mosaic
practice of  divorce,  limiting the  just  causes  or  reasons for  it  to  only spousal  unfaithfulness,  being:
physical or spiritual adultery, or any other violation and breaking of the marriage covenant {like spousal
abandonment  or  willful  failure  to  provide  for  them,  or  violence  and abuse  against  their  spouse  or
children (1 Cor 7:10-16)}; declaring that otherwise divorcees, if they were to remarry, would thereby
become adulterers themselves (Matt 5:32).

• Concerning  “taking  the  LORD's  name  in  vain”,  Jesus  counsels  us  against  taking  frivolous  oaths;
recommending instead that we not even take oaths at all. This restriction is because oaths in the ancient
world were taken “in the name of” a person's deity, calling their god as both the witness and the executor
if they fail to fulfill it (Matt 5:34-37) and because the Pharisee's were abusing the situation. They tried to
avoid the clear prohibition while still making oaths which would be acceptable to others by swearing
upon the Temple or the gold within the Temple, ignoring what should have been clear: that they were
still swearing by the LORD, the one who makes all the gold and the Temple to be holy (Matt 23:16-22).

• Concerning the seeking of “just or equitable retribution” for wrongs, violence, or “injustice” that are
done to us, Jesus counsels us that although the standard of “an eye for an eye” is just, we should not be
so  concerned  with  demanding  our  “rights”,  but  instead  that  we  should  be  gracious,  generous,  and
forgiving towards those who wrong us (Matt 5:40-24). He tells us that we should love them and pray for
them because of Who our Father is: God in heaven; and because He will surely reward us (Matt 5:45-
46). Leave the prosecution of justice to the LORD (Deut 32:35), do not judge them or any who wrong
you, because we will also be judged according to the very same rubric that we judge others (Matt 7:2).

• Concerning charity, He counsels us to give to the needy graciously (Matt 6:1-3), to do all the many good
works which He has prepared for us beforehand (Eph 2:10), to “store up...treasures in heaven” (Matt
6:20) where they will endure eternally, rather than to seek worldly wealth and the social acclaim which
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invariably fades. We are to do all these good things to glorify God our heavenly Father, rather than as a
means to earn the praise of or to receive rewards from men (Matt 6:2-4). We are counseled to give and to
help others merely because it is the right thing to do, rather than to do it for show or praise.

It should now be clear that the liberal scoffers, and others who say that they like the “moral life” preached by
Jesus are either lying, or they have simply chosen to remain ignorant concerning what they are actually saying.
Either way they are admitting to the good and wonderful nature of the counsel of Christ and thus condemn
themselves as having no excuse when they do not follow Him (Romans 1:20).

Please understand that what was so revolutionary about the Sermon on the Mount was not that it was some kind
of new doctrine (because it wasn't), or that it was a replacement for the Law of Moses (because it wasn't), but
that it was a re-interpretation, a re-explanation, and a correction of what the people were being taught. It was a
clarification on what the Law actually meant. 

• Jesus was teaching and explaining to the people the Law from God's perspective, God's purpose, and His
intended meaning for it.

• Jesus was teaching and explaining to the people how God originally and truly intended for them to live
and interact with one another.

• Jesus was teaching and explaining to the people what was required and necessary for a person to possess
true righteousness under the Law, before God, and to demonstrate how impossible of an achievement
that actually is.

• Jesus was teaching and explaining to the people what they were supposed to be doing, how they were to
avoid sin, and how it was absolutely, completely, and totally impossible for them to actually keep God's
Law according to God's standards.

• Jesus taught to disabuse the people from the foolish notion that they could earn their own righteousness,
that they could be saved by their works, that they were worthy of praise, or that any of them were
actually even good and godly people. 

• Jesus taught to show the people exactly why they need God's grace and mercy, because there “ain't
nobody perfect” or blameless under the Law, except for Him.

Recognizing, knowing, believing, and understanding that God has such high standards for our moral conduct is
a terribly humbling thing. This is why the doctrine of “justification by faith” is so very important and so very
comforting to our souls and minds. Yet even while we accept that we cannot meet those high divine standards of
perfection, we acknowledge that they are there, and thus being regenerate and redeemed we must will still live
in a manner that honors God's holiness: striving to reach and live up to those impossible standards, all the while
knowing  that  we will  fail  and fall,  but  that  even  in  the  midst  of  our  failures  still  we know that  Christ's
righteousness, His perfection is substituted to us by God's grace, and that we have been truly forgiven by our
heavenly Father. Jesus is the one who counsels us to live a God honoring and moral life, while the Holy Spirit
aids us as we try to live that way.

It is through Jesus's moral instructions found in the Gospels, through His interpretation and application of God's
Law to our lives, that He functions most as our Counselor. However, it is so much more than mere counsel and
advice that He gives: His word is the Word of God and His explanations to those who heard His voice (and to us
today)  carry  the  full  weight  and  force  of  the  original  divine  commands,  yet  with  more  and  greater
understanding. The counsels of Jesus are not just “good advice”, they are not merely suggestions to be followed
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if we feel like it or agree with them, but they are wonderful, divine, and sovereign instructions intended for
every human being to follow. Period. 

Jesus is the mediator of the “New Covenant”, but in order to bring us into the covenant of grace along with
Him, He had to be born under the “Old Covenant”. He had to live under the “Old Covenant”, to follow and
obey it in order to fulfill it, so that the “New Covenant” would come. The prophet Jeremiah spoke about this,
saying “Behold, the days are coming, declares the LORD, when I will make a new covenant with the house of
Israel and the house of Judah, not like the covenant that I made with their fathers on the day when I took them
by the hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt, my covenant that they broke, though I was their husband,
declares the LORD. For this is the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel after those days, declares
the LORD: I will put my law within them, and I will write it on their hearts. And I will be their God, and they
shall be my people. And no longer shall each one teach his neighbor and each his brother, saying, 'Know the
LORD,' for they shall all know me, from the least of them to the greatest, declares the LORD. For I will forgive
their iniquity, and I will remember their sin no more.” (Jer. 31:31-34 ESV). 

The “Old Covenant”, the Sinai Covenant, the covenant of works was inscribed upon tablets of stone: cold and
unyielding stone, stones which were stored away out of sight, laws that were remote and distant and easily
forgotten or ignored; this covenant was broken by Israel as soon as it was made; immediately and constantly
because they could not keep it, even when they tried. 

But now under the “New Covenant”, God's holy law is written upon every believer's heart: inescapable and
ever-present. Now, whenever we break that law we know it and we regret it. Now that we feel remorse for our
sin, we therefore repent of our sin, and because Jesus has explained and counseled us regarding the law so that
we have full understanding of our own personal lack of capacity to obey it, we are comforted knowing and
trusting that He has substituted His obedience for our disobedience. Before our justification, we did not care
that we were transgressing God's Law every moment of every day but, now that we have been redeemed, now
we do care and now we have the desire to obey. So now we strive to live up to their divine expectations for us
and trust that God's grace is sufficient to make up the deficiency.

Even now, as the redeemed of the LORD are indwelt by our present Counselor: another parakletos, the Holy
Spirit; and are being sanctified, having our minds renewed, our hearts and lives transformed and conformed to
better reflect the image of our Savior, Jesus Christ (Romans 8:29), we remember that He was and still is our
first divine Counselor. While the Spirit confirms the truth of His words and His counsel within our hearts, we
only get to learn and know Jesus, the LORD, God's Law, and how we are meant to live through our reading and
hearing of God's Word. 

Do you want the best advice, instruction, and counsel for your life? Pray that the Lord will illuminate His word
for you, open your Bible to read it and study it. You will not regret it. 

Pray and speak to Jesus. Read and hear Him speak to you, for He alone is our wise and wonderful Counselor.
He alone speaks with divine authority, possessing an authority greater than any mere human teacher.

AMEN
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