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John 04 – The Word became Flesh

02/04/2024

Scripture 1: (Jn. 1:14 ESV)

And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his glory, glory as of the only Son from the
Father, full of grace and truth.

Hymn: Hark the Herald Angels Sing

2

Christ, by highest heav’n adored,
  Christ, the everlasting Lord:
Late in time behold Him come,
  Offspring of a virgin’s womb.
Veiled in flesh the Godhead see,
  Hail th’ incarnate Deity!
Pleased as man with man to 
dwell,
  Jesus our Immanuel.

Sermon:

This morning we will begin to focus upon one single verse of Scripture and you know that is not something
which I care to do very often. However, it is not removed from its' context because we are actually now more
aware of its' context; considering what we have seen and heard over the past few weeks.

This verse is something we can and should focus on this way because it is a fulcrum; it is perhaps the most
crucial pivot point around which the whole Bible turns. Everything written by John wrote prior to this verse is
building up to this moment. This verse is an orchestral crescendo! It is like the cannon fire in Tchaikovsky's
1812 Overture. Everything builds up to this moment yet, even when the climax is reached, it shocks us even
when we know it is coming (just like the irregular cannon fire).

Everything from “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.” (Jn. 1:1
ESV) to “He was in the world, and the world was made through him, yet the world did not know him. He came
to his own, and his own people did not receive him. But to all who did receive him, who believed in his name, he
gave the right to become children of God...” (Jn. 1:10-12 ESV) leads to the most glorious, profound, and unique
declaration in any religious text, ever, “And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his
glory...”.

This is the miracle of the Incarnation, the singular event we celebrate every Christmas, “Therefore the Lord
himself  will  give  you a  sign.  Behold,  the  virgin  shall  conceive  and bear  a  son,  and  shall  call  his  name
Immanuel.” (Isa. 7:14 ESV) “God with us”. 

But why did God choose to become Man? For Koinonia, for fellowship with us. To dwell with His people and
live together in relationship with His beloved adopted children.

Now thus far John has told us that:

 God, the Theos, created all things through the Word, the Logos (1:3), by His sovereign will and through
His sovereign command.
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 God, the Theos, came into the world as the True Light, the Phos (1:9). This light generates and supports
life and it is also the light of knowledge, of God's general revelation: the knowledge that God IS.

 The world neither recognized or comprehended God or His Light (1:10), nor did God's Chosen people
Israel, recognize or comprehend Him. Instead both rejected Him, preferring the darkness.

◦ The world rejects the true God, preferring to honor and worship the “creature” over the “Creator”.

◦ The Jews rejected the true God, preferring the hopelessness and impossible self-righteous works of
Mosaic Law to the grace of Jesus Christ.

Now John tells us that:

 God, the Word, the Logos, took on flesh (became man), to more fully reveal Himself to us and to show
us His glory (1:14).

The Incarnation of the Logos, of Jesus, into the world is a revelation like the entrance of God's Phos. Where the
Phos is God's general or natural revelation of His being and presence, the Incarnation of the  Logos is God's
special self-revelation to the world. The Logos reveals “Who the LORD Is” and “What the LORD is Like”. 

Just like the Phos of Theos, the Logos, Jesus, is universally knowable even as He is not universally known, yet.

But what does “And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us...” mean for us? Is this really so special or even
unique to Christianity? 

Yes, it is. The {God becoming flesh} is unique in religion and it is very important for us to understand because
misunderstanding this has led to many heresies and confusions about the identity of Jesus: about Who He Is.

 According to Greco-Roman mythology, their deities would take on a human form and walk among the
people.  That  was  a  very reasonable  understanding  for  them,  even  for  their  religious  skeptics  who
considered their gods to be merely personifications of human ideals. However, from their viewpoint,
although they had a human shape, likeness, and appearance; they did not become Human.

 Nor did the deities of Ancient Near East religions become Human because, more often than not, their
appearance was often a “monstrous” (or hybrid) form.

 Nor did the deities of Egypt become Human. Their likenesses were often depicted as human-like in
body, but crowned with the head of an animal.

Deities did not become human. Even if they looked human, they remained deity alone.

Yet John tells us that, “And the Word (the Logos who is the Theos) became flesh and dwelt among us...”, God
became  also man  without  surrendering  any  of  His  divinity.  This  idea  is  something  which  has  troubled
theologians and Christians for two thousand years; trying to understand the concept of “How does that work?”.

Faithful Christians have tried to explain it in countless ways, but most attempts ended in heresy because they
always describe something less than what Scripture says about Jesus; something less than God.

 Some have denied the eternal divine nature of the Word (as the Jehovah's Witnesses do) or they suggest
that the Word was a subordinate creature, ascended to divinity (a common occurrence in Greek myth). 

 The heresy of “Adoptionism” taught that Jesus bar Joseph, was adopted by God become The Son.
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 The Docetists taught that Jesus did not have a physical body, instead only “seeming” or “appearing” to.

 Some (Psilanthropists) believed that Jesus was only ever human and was never divine nor pre-existant.

 Other's (Apollinarianists) believed that the divine Word, God the Son, merely possessed the physical
body of Jesus of Nazareth; a Jesus that was lacking a human soul, a spiritually empty shell.

 The Nestorians {the issue which prompted the Council at Chalcedon} believed that Jesus Christ was two
separate and distinct persons, divided as: “Jesus, the man” and “Christ, the Son of God”, teaching that
“Jesus, the man” died on the cross, not God the Son.

 And there are still many others.

But truly, God becoming Man proves that our God is God. It proves that He is greater than all the other gods of
the nations; proving that He is true.

Fortunately, the Church finally settled on our present understanding in 451 AD. A council in Chalcedon {the 4th

ecumenical council} defined the familiar known facts and accepted the mystery of how Jesus Christ being the
God-man, writing that Jesus Christ, although one person, possessed two distinct natures (divine and human)
“without confusion, without change, without division, without separation; the distinction of natures being in no
way annulled by the union, but rather the characteristics of each nature being preserved and coming together to
form one person and subsistence...” (Definition of Chalcedon). 

Unfortunately, that does not describe how it works, it just affirms for us that it does work. It feels unsatisfying to
admit that we do not know and we cannot know how Jesus is the God-man. That remains a mystery which we
must accept and take on faith. So, accepting that God somehow became also Human: “What is the 'Big Deal'?”
and “Why is that so important for us?”.

The Incarnation of the Logos is God's great promise to His people. God promised it to the Israelites at Mount
Sinai and God promised it to King Ahaz, through the prophet Isaiah. This is the promise of Emmanuel, “God
with us”. This was something new and unexpected because, as ancient people of antiquity understood things,
the  powerful  and  transcendent  deity  was  always  supposed  to  remain  aloof,  above,  unattainable,  and
inaccessible; but here, the only Sovereign God intentionally condescends to dwell with His people and share
koinonia with us.  {Never mind the pagan ideas about temples being dwelling places of the divine because at
best they were more viewed as transient living/resting spaces (like a hotel or a time-share), not as permanent
dwell places; not as “Home”.} 

 The LORD God, the infinite Creator chose in His Sovereignty to live with, among, and within the limits
of His creation.

 The LORD God condescended to live among His chosen people, not as a Master surrounded by servants
but as a Father surrounded by His beloved children.

“And the Word became flesh...”, “and the Logos became sarx...”. When the Apostle Paul used that word sarx, it
was a theologically loaded word. Paul uses it to mean the sin-corruption of our human nature, but when John
uses it, he uses it far more simply. He uses it in the physical sense of human nature: flesh, blood and bone. 

Again, how did the Logos become sarx? The verb for “became” (egeneto) here suffers from another peculiarity
of Greek conjugation; it is written in a “middle” voice. Greek verbs are ordinarily written in one of three voices:
active, passive, or middle. 
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 The active voice tells us that the subject of the verb is performing the action.

◦ John drove the car to the store.

 The passive voice tells us that the action is being performed on the subject of the verb.

◦ The car was driven by John to the store.

 But the middle voice does not suit either sense. It is both active and passive at the same time. It lacks a
clear verbal analog into English, forcing interpreters to choose whether a verb is more active or more
passive, depending upon the context, as they translate.

Yet the middle voice makes more sense when considering the Trinitarian roles of the Three Divine Persons. This
verb “become” is really being effected by two Persons cooperating as: the Logos, God the Son, chooses and
wills to “become” and take on upon Himself a physical human nature while the  Theos, God the Father, also
wills and causes {or decrees} the Logos to “become” and add physical humanity to His eternally pre-existant
divine nature. So, in the Incarnation, the Logos does and is done to in this miraculous and humanly inexplicable
act of “becoming” flesh.

“And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us...”. The Logos who is Theos willfully and sovereignly chose to
become like His creation, whom He created in His own “likeness” and image, in order to come live with us; to
“dwell” among us. “To dwell”, is a verb which we do not use very often any more, nor do we often use its noun
form of “dwelling-place”  or “dwelling”. Instead, we now speak about “living” someplace, like a house or
apartment, a place which we usually choose to call “home”, but that is not what John means by “to dwell”. He
does not  mean a fixed structure or place.  Instead the Greek verb (skenoo)  is  very specific, relating to the
spreading of a tent or another kind of temporary shelter. It is a function of the noun  skene, meaning “tent”,
which often translates the Hebrew term mishkan. What both of these these terms refer to is a dwelling place or
shelter that is implicitly temporary and transient; a residence not an absolute, permanent “Home”.

Both  skene  and mishkan are  translated into Latin as  tabernaculum,  a  word which we will  recognize more
familiarly as “Tabernacle”. This is why you will hear some readers say, “And the Word became flesh and
tabernacled among us...”. This is why we consider Jesus to be the true “Tabernacle of God” as explained by the
author of Hebrews {“Therefore, brothers, since we have confidence to enter the holy places by the blood of
Jesus, by the new and living way that he opened for us through the curtain, that is, through his flesh, and since
we have a great priest over the house of God, let us draw near with a true heart in full assurance of faith, with
our hearts sprinkled clean from an evil conscience and our bodies washed with pure water. Let us hold fast the
confession of our hope without wavering, for he who promised is faithful.” (Heb. 10:19-23 ESV).} Just as with
the Tabernacle in the wilderness, through the Incarnation, the  Logos, Jesus traveled around and dwelt in the
midst of His people; coming and going, yet never resting in any one place for long.

Therefore, Jesus is the first, fullest, most personal expression, and sign of God's presence being in the midst of
His chosen people with the indwelling Holy Spirit as the second. Jesus, God the Son, the Logos, came to dwell
among us for a time, then He sent us His Holy Spirit to be our Comforter, our Teacher, and our Advocate until
Jesus returns to take us home; to bring us to then dwell with Him.

But still, why is the Incarnation such a big deal?

 This is a big deal because 'God choosing to dwell with Man' helps to define our life purpose and reason
to exist.
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 This is a big deal because God's presence dwelling in the midst of His people defines who His people
are, setting them apart and making them uniquely distinct in the world.

 This is a big deal because it defines our relationship with our heavenly Father and His Son, Jesus.

You may have heard me say this before but truly, there are only two religions in the world; irrespective of
changing names. There is only the religion of Works and the religion of Grace; the religion of “What a person
does  for  god”  and  the  religion  of  “What  God  does  for  people”.  Every  religion  and  myth  that  is  NOT
CHRISTIAN is centered around the premise of humanity's indentured service and slavery to divine whims. We
can discern this most clearly in their stories about humanity's creation. 

 The ancient Sumerian and Babylonians believed that gods created humanity to be their servants; to do
all of the work that the gods did not want to do, to feed them and wait upon them.

 The Greek god Prometheus created Man and Athena breathed life and spirit into him, but because Zeus
was not fond of Man, he then decreed and demanded their worship and sacrifices. Then Zeus punished
Man  for  receiving  the  gift  of  fire  from  Prometheus,  by  creating  Pandora,  the  first  woman,  who
consequently unleashed all mortal misfortune upon the world by opening her infamous box; yet also,
lying forgotten upon the bottom of the box was the promise of “Hope”.

 The Jews practiced rigorous obedience to the Law of Moses, believing erroneously that doing so kept
them in the LORD's favor and that He would bless them according to their faithfulness and devotion.

 Muslims believe that they must perfectly obey Allah to possibly be allowed into paradise but even if
they are perfect  servants,  they have no certainty of receiving either  his  approval  or favor.  Allah is
described as a tyrant who does not care about humanity or creation; only caring that he is obeyed. 

Our modern, secular world which denies everything spiritual and supernatural, whenever it speaks about these
divine characters it still connects their power and existence to the devotion and quantity of their followers; still
keeping humanity in service to the divine and keeping the divine dependent upon humanity.

 Neil  Gaiman wrote  a  novel,  which  has  since  been adapted  for  television,  called  “American  Gods”
describing a conflict between the “old gods” of ancient myth against the “new gods” of our present day
(like Technical Boy, Media, and Mr. World); a conflict fought over the waning and waxing of humanity's
belief in each of them.

 Within the many stories published about the worlds of the Dungeons and Dragons role-playing game,
the power and influence of their gods (many inspired and influenced by “real world” mythologies) is
directly related to the number of their followers.

Every expression of the “Works” religion is founded upon the belief that humanity's purpose and reason to exist
is to serve the whims of the gods. But here in the religion of Grace, God does not need humanity to serve Him;
God does  not  even need humanity.  Matthew summed up our  unique  relationship  with  the  Divine  writing,
“...even as the Son of Man came not to be served but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many.” (Matt.
20:28 ESV). We exist because we are loved by God. The LORD created us because He wanted to love us and
because He wants us to love him, not because He needs us to serve Him. We were created for the dual purpose
of being loved by God and to love God in return.
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The Grace found in Christianity is the polar opposite of the “Works” religion. Our obedience to Jesus Christ is
not service for His benefit nor does it gain us His favor, instead obedience and faithfulness is the grateful and
loving response to what God has already done for us, by Grace. 

The Incarnation of the Logos is such a big deal because of what having the presence of God dwelling within our
midst means for us. Moses identified this great implication. When Moses was up on the mountain interceding
on behalf of the Israelites, after the incident with the golden calf and the LORD suggested that even though He
would keep His covenant promise of gracious provision to the descendants of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, He
Himself would not go with them so as to not destroy them on account of their sin (Ex 33:1-6), Moses implored
God, saying “"If your presence will not go with me, do not bring us up from here. For how shall it be known
that I have found favor in your sight, I and your people? Is it not in your going with us, so that we are
distinct, I and your people, from every other people on the face of the earth?"” (Exod. 33:15-16 ESV) because
Moses understood how special it was for them to have the LORD's presence among them.

Why did the Israelites impress upon Aaron to make them an idol? What was the purpose of a fabricated idol
anyway?  When you get  a  chance later,  go re-read the incident  in  Exodus 32.  The people asked Aaron to
“...make us gods who shall go before us.” (Exod. 32:1 ESV) because they wanted an idol to represent the divine
presence, thus “Aaron made a proclamation and said, "Tomorrow shall be a feast to the LORD."” (Exod. 32:5
ESV). The Israelites demanded that Aaron craft them an idol to represent the LORD's presence, not to return to
Egyptian paganism, but so that everyone would know that the LORD was with them. They felt a need to believe
and know that God was in their midst {just as it was with Nadab and Abihu (Lev 10); they had the good desire
to worship the LORD, but they chose to worship Him in ways that went against His command (following
Normative Principles instead of Regulative Principles)}, that He was with them even as they went about it the
wrong way.

Moses and the Israelites understood, just as the first Christians understood, that having God's presence of in
their midst: first in the Person of Jesus and then later by the indwelt Person of the Holy Spirit; is what makes
God's chosen people unique and distinctive out of all the peoples of the earth. His presence is the greatest sign
and surety of His favor; so that everyone may knows that we are His people and are loved by Him.

So, the Logos who is Theos took on flesh, became human to serve humanity by rescuing us from our sin. This
rescue, our salvation, required an agent which is both God and Man: God to suffer and satisfy God's wrath
against sin and Man to serve as the perfect substitute for sinful humanity.  That is God's pure Grace and the
benefit we receive by our faith in Him.  That is the work by which we are justified: the work of Jesus Christ
which frees us from our bondage to Satan and sin and facilitating our adoption into the household of the LORD
as His Chosen sons and daughters.

Which leads us to the greatest reason for why the Incarnation, the dwelling of the Theos with His people is such
a big deal. But to understand this, I want to ask us two sensitive questions:

 “How does it feel being in your parent's home alone, whether you were home alone because they were at
work, or the store, or whether they had recently passed?”; and,

 To those of you who are parents, “How does it feel when your children are gone from home, whether off
to school for the day, or because you are now an 'empty nest-er'?”

The feeling is hard to describe, but I expect that you would agree that it just does not feel right somehow. It
feels off. Something feels missing.  This even feels different from when they are just in another part of the
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house; they might not be right there with you, but you know that they are there somewhere, that they are home.
There is a felt absence of presence that makes it not feel quite like home, as it is supposed to be. 

That same kind of absence of presence is what we all felt when we were separated from the LORD. That is what
everyone feels and all we know before we answer Jesus' effectual call on our lives. We felt it, but we could not
describe it nor could we have known what it was that we were missing until the LORD gave us the “ears to
hear”  and “eyes  to  see”.  All  we knew was  that  something was  missing;  a  void  that  we tried  to  fill  with
everything and anything, until our eyes were opened to Jesus and we learned that He is everything that we
lacked.

This then is the wonderful consequence and miracle of the Incarnation of the Logos and our adoption. We have
now been brought into the household and family of God and now He lives at home with us. The presence of
God in Christ Jesus was a special joy the Apostles got to experience: walking and talking every day, living life
with Him, sharing and caring together; and that is the joy we look forward to when we are finally called to our
heavenly home. 

Since “the Logos became flesh...”, we relate to Jesus as our great high priest and know that He empathizes with
us, because He suffered and experienced all that humanity possibly can, and still  remained obedient to His
Father for our sake, while through it all, He did not succumb to sin as we so often do.

But even though the physical body of Jesus is not present with us now, Jesus is still with us: He is still our
Emmanuel; in Body and in Spirit. Every day and every moment, His Holy Spirit is present with us, through all
of our comings and goings, and He is present with us whenever we gather together in His holy Name: for
worship, for praise and prayer, for study, and for fellowship. He is with us within all of our relationships: He is
the third strand in the braided cord of our marriage unions. He is with us when parents teach their children and
when children care for their aging parents. He is with us when we are in school learning and He is with us when
we are on the road driving. But especially, He is with us even when we do not think that He is present.

Being in His presence, knowing that He is with us gives each one of us joy and Sunday mornings should be
even more joyous. Presently we are gathered here together as the Body of Christ and we know that He is here
with us. We, the Church, are now the physical expression of  Jesus Christ in the world representing Him and
doing His work. 

Look all around you (go ahead) and you will see Jesus looking back at you behind the face of every neighbor
and friend, brother and sister, husband and wife, parent and child here. Truly we are in the LORD's presence.
We come here intending to be with Him and we know that He meets us here, also intending to be with us.

“The Word became flesh and dwelt among us...”. God became like us, to be with us, so that someday we can be
with Him, because He loves us; because now, having received the Phos who is the  Logos and the  Theos, we
have become the children of God: adopted and chosen in His Sovereign love.

Truly God is with us, with you. Jesus is with you because He loves you and He wants you to be with Him.

AMEN
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The Definition of Chalcedon  1  :

Therefore, following the holy fathers, we all with one accord teach men to acknowledge one and the same Son,
our Lord Jesus Christ,  at  once complete  in Godhead and complete in manhood,  truly God and truly man,
consisting also of a reasonable soul and body; of one substance with the Father as regards his Godhead, and at
the same time of one substance with us as regards his manhood; like us in all respects, apart from sin; as regards
his Godhead, begotten of the Father before the ages, but yet as regards his manhood begotten, for us men and
for our salvation,  of Mary the Virgin, the God-bearer;  one and the same Christ,  Son, Lord,  Only-begotten,
recognized  in  two  natures,  without  confusion,  without  change,  without  division,  without  separation;  the
distinction of natures being in no way annulled by the union, but rather the characteristics of each nature being
preserved and coming together to form one person and subsistence, not as parted or separated into two persons,
but one and the same Son and Only-begotten God the Word, Lord Jesus Christ; even as the prophets from
earliest times spoke of him, and our Lord Jesus Christ himself taught us, and the creed of the fathers has handed
down to us. 

1 https://www.monergism.com/definition-council-chalcedon-451-ad
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