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Judges 08 – Jael and Sisera: A Violation of Hospitality

01/15/2023

Scripture 1: (Jdg. 9-24 ESV)

And she said, "I will surely go with you. Nevertheless, the road on which you are going will not lead to your
glory, for the LORD will sell Sisera into the hand of a woman." Then Deborah arose and went with Barak to
Kedesh. And Barak called out Zebulun and Naphtali to Kedesh. And 10,000 men went up at his heels, and
Deborah went up with him.

Now Heber the Kenite had separated from the Kenites, the descendants of Hobab the father-in-law of Moses,
and had pitched his tent as far away as the oak in Zaanannim, which is near Kedesh. When Sisera was told that
Barak the son of Abinoam had gone up to Mount Tabor, Sisera called out all his chariots, 900 chariots of iron,
and all the men who were with him, from Harosheth-hagoyim to the river Kishon.

And Deborah said to Barak, "Up! For this is the day in which the LORD has given Sisera into your hand. Does
not the LORD go out before you?" So Barak went down from Mount Tabor with 10,000 men following him.
And the LORD routed Sisera and all his chariots and all his army before Barak by the edge of the sword. And
Sisera got down from his chariot and fled away on foot. And Barak pursued the chariots and the army to
Harosheth-hagoyim, and all the army of Sisera fell by the edge of the sword; not a man was left. 

But Sisera fled away on foot to the tent of Jael, the wife of Heber the Kenite, for there was peace between Jabin
the king of Hazor and the house of Heber the Kenite. And Jael came out to meet Sisera and said to him, "Turn
aside, my lord; turn aside to me; do not be afraid." So he turned aside to her into the tent, and she covered him
with a rug.

And he said to her, "Please give me a little water to drink, for I am thirsty." So she opened a skin of milk and
gave him a drink and covered him. And he said to her, "Stand at the opening of the tent, and if any man comes
and asks you, 'Is anyone here?' say, 'No.'"

But Jael the wife of Heber took a tent peg, and took a hammer in her hand. Then she went softly to him and
drove the peg into his temple until it went down into the ground while he was lying fast asleep from weariness.
So he died. And behold, as Barak was pursuing Sisera, Jael went out to meet him and said to him, "Come, and I
will show you the man whom you are seeking." So he went in to her tent, and there lay Sisera dead, with the
tent peg in his temple. So on that day God subdued Jabin the king of Canaan before the people of Israel. And the
hand of the people of Israel pressed harder and harder against Jabin the king of Canaan, until they destroyed
Jabin king of Canaan.
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Sermon:

As we continue our tale from last time, we ought to review the cast of characters whom we have already been
introduced to.

 Deborah was: a wife, a Prophetess, and a Judge; from the tribe of Ephraim. She sat in judgment beneath
a tree in the wilderness somewhere between the cities of Bethel and Ramah.

 Barak, the son of Abinoam, was a “war-leader” from the tribe of Naphtali, hailing from the town of
Kedesh. He served as the reticent general of the Israelite forces defending against Jabin's Canaanite
forces.

 Jabin, the so-called “king of Canaan”, ruled as an overlord in Canaan from the city of Hazor, north of
the Sea of Galilee, in an unoccupied portion of Naphtali's allotted territory.

 Sisera was the principal commander of Jabin's army, occupying the city (or more likely the fortress) of
Harosheth-haygoyim with  a  significant  part  of  the  forces  under  his  command  being  nine  hundred
“chariots of iron”.

Again, Scripture does not provide us with very many specific details about these individuals or these places, yet
the details we do have allow us to “fill in the gaps” of the story with other elements of the context as found in
Scripture, history, and archaeology.

Last week we heard about how Jabin of Hazor “...oppressed the people of Israel cruelly” (particularly the tribes
of Zebulun and Naphtali) for twenty years until Israel “...cried out to the LORD for help.”. Meanwhile, the
prophetess Deborah was down in Ephraim judging Israel, when she summoned Barak of Naphtali to her tree,
calling him to account for his failure to obey the LORD's command, asking him “Has not the LORD, the God of
Israel, commanded you, 'Go, gather your men at Mount Tabor, taking 10,000 from the people of Naphtali and
the people of Zebulun. And I will draw out Sisera, the general of Jabin's army, to meet you by the river Kishon
with his chariots and his troops, and I will give him into your hand'?” (Jdg. 4:6-7 ESV). 

Likely looking for an excuse to not go, Barak responded by  insisting that she accompany him otherwise he
would  not obediently “go and do”. However, Deborah was willing to go with him but she pronounced this
judgment against him and his cowardice, “I will surely go with you. Nevertheless, the road on which you are
going will not lead to your glory, for the LORD will sell Sisera into the hand of a woman.” (Jdg. 4:9 ESV). So
together they went to Kedesh-Naphtali where Barak raised an army of his Israelite kinsmen 10,000 strong; an
army gathered under the leadership of Barak and this  prophet of the LORD, Deborah. Now lest  we judge
Barak's hesitancy in sounding the call  to battle too harshly,  we need to examine what we know about the
(human) forces that were being arrayed for battle.

We are looking at a time between the historical late Bronze Age and the early Iron Age. During this period the
indigenous  people  living  in  the  Canaanite  near  east  were  limited  to  the  technological  height  of  bronze
metalwork (an alloy made from copper and tin), while many other people groups to the north and the west of
them: in what is now Eastern or Mediterranean Europe and Turkey; had begun forging tools and weapons made
from iron a much stronger and harder metal. Earlier on in Judges we read about the Philistines dwelling down
on the Mediterranean coast and in the plains of Judah: to the south and west; having “chariots of iron” (1:19),
and one of the Israelites' complaints during the conquest was that the people up in the plains of the “Valley of
Jezreel” also had similar chariots (Joshua 17:16-18). We know that the Philistines were numbered among the
“Sea Peoples”  and are  typically grouped together  with other  people-groups to  comprise the  heterogeneous
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“Phoenicians”: invaders and conquerors transplanted into the region; therefore, it is expected that Sisera and his
forces were a technologically advanced and very well-equipped military force coming from the same or similar
origin. {Archaeological evidence does not suggest that these “chariots of iron” were made entirely of the metal,
but  instead the iron was used to  reinforce the and for connectors.  Thus the durability of  the chariots  was
strengthened and improved by this addition of iron.} Meanwhile, the Israelites had an infantry-only type of
army: bronze swords and wooden shields, maybe bronze tipped spears and arrows, and rounded stones for their
slings. They were not a heavily armed or armored and disciplined military force They were better suited for
small skirmishes or stealthy raids, rather than a massed or ranked battleline.

Although it is unlikely that we will ever know for certain the exact location of Harosheth-hagoyim, the dwelling
place of Sisera and his army, evidence suggests that it was somewhere in the northeast of the Valley of Jezreel
overlooking the river Kishon, where it could protect and control the route to the Mediterranean Sea1. The name
Haroshet-hagoyim,  Harosheth  of  the  Nations,  suggests  that  this  city  was  more  of  a  fortress:  “dug  in”,
constructed,  and  well-fortified  by  the  Gentiles;  as  the  Hebrew  word  charosheth denotes  an  engraving  or
something which is inscribed (Strong's #27962). Their fortress must have been intimidating to the Israelites, not
being someplace where they could expect to win a prolonged siege or assault, thus making it necessary for the
LORD to be the one who would “...draw out Sisera, the general of Jabin's army, to meet [Barak] by the river
Kishon with his chariots and his troops, and [for the LORD to] give him into [Barak's] hand.” (Jdg. 4:7 ESV). 

This context not only affirms our sense that Sisera's army were sufficient to repel any Israelite assault, but as the
military benefit of chariots was their mobility,  we would naturally expect Sisera's cavalry to annihilate any
Israelite army arrayed for battle on the wide and flat valley plain. Any battle between those two armies would
certainly be one that  Israel  should lose;  no ordinary man could possibly lead them to victory,  not  by any
conventional means. Victory for the Israelites could only come through the mighty power of the LORD. 

So, it is actually very easy to understand why Barak, or any other leader, trusting in his own strength, his own
power, and the might of men, would be fearful, hesitant, lacking confidence, and unwilling to lead anyone into
such a slaughter; yet with the LORD, by His Word and divine command, by faith and trust in Him“...all things
are possible.” (Matt. 19:26 ESV), but none of that justifies or warrants a lack of faith or trust in the LORD.
Regardless, there was little to no opportunity for Barak to gain glory in this battle, even under the best of
circumstances.

That  is  the  situation  which  the  10,000  Israelites,  Barak,  and  Deborah  were  facing:  an  overwhelming  and
superior enemy army,  great danger, and personal risk; with an incredibly small  chance for success without
divine intervention by the LORD.

So it was that then “...Sisera was told that Barak the son of Abinoam had gone up to Mount Tabor, Sisera called
out all his chariots, 900 chariots of iron, and all the men who were with him, from Harosheth-hagoyim to the
river Kishon. 

And Deborah said to Barak, "Up! For this is the day in which the LORD has given Sisera into your hand. Does
not the LORD go out before you?" So Barak went down from Mount Tabor with 10,000 men following him. And
the LORD routed  Sisera  and all  his  chariots and all  his  army before  Barak  by  the  edge of  the  sword.  
And Sisera got down from his chariot and fled away on foot.

1 https://bibleatlas.org/harosheth-hagoyim.htm

2 https://www.abarim-publications.com/Meaning/Harosheth.html
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And Barak pursued the chariots and the army to Harosheth-hagoyim, and all the army of Sisera fell by the edge
of the sword; not a man was left.”

The LORD went before the Israelite army into battle, “...the LORD routed Sisera and all his chariots and all
his army...” God gave Sisera's army into Israel's hands so that “...not a man was left.”. The victory over Sisera's
army belonged to the LORD, not Barak. No one escaped from God's providential deliverance of His people that
day, except for Sisera who “...got down from his chariot and fled away on foot.” evading capture by Barak. The
one person whom Barak needed to capture or kill, got away. If Sisera remained free, then he could raise another
army and seek his revenge. True victory required the removal of Sisera's threat. Since Barak did not achieve a
total victory, the war against Jabin of Hazor must continue.

Next our scene shifts from the field of battle to somewhere near to Barak's hometown of Kedesh where Heber
and his wife Jael had established their camp. Heber was a descendant of Hobab, the brother-in-law of Moses,
{Hobab is called the “son” of Reuel the Midianite (Numbers 10:29), but being that Exodus 2:16 references
Reuel as only having seven daughters, he was likely his “son by marriage” making him Moses' brother-in-law
yet not a blood relation. Judges 1:16 first names him as being a “Kenite” when his descendants assisted the tribe
of Judah in the conquest. Hobab and his family left Mount Sinai with Moses and the Israelites to serve as their
guides in the wilderness, due to their familiarity with the region.}, but for some reason he had separated himself
from the rest of his kindred and settled up near Kedesh. There he lived “at peace” with Jabin, the king of Hazor.
Heber's being “at peace” meant “in  shalom”: wholeness, completeness, in unity, without strife or conflict or
division;  so,  not  only would neither  have any problems with the other,  but  they would also have a  good,
positive, and even a helpful relationship. So Heber, by being such a “friend” to Jabin, was probably not friend of
Israel, or to Kedesh's “hometown hero”, Barak.

When Sisera escaped the battle, he “...fled away on foot.”. He made himself inconspicuous by “slipping through
the cracks”; something that he would not have been able to do if he fled away in his very noticeable chariot. So
after he had escaped from Barak, he headed in the direction opposite to his fortress, and was making his way
towards Hazor, when he reached the “tent of Jael, the wife of Heber the Kenite”: a family whom he knew was
friendly with his boss, and so someone from whom he would expect a hospitable welcome; but Heber, the
“friend”  of  Jabin,  was  not  at  home when  Sisera  arrived  but  his  wife,  Jael,  was  and  she  offered  him the
hospitality of her tent.

Now hospitality was one of the greatest and most important social cultural virtues in the ancient near east; so
much so that the quantity, quality, and frequency of a person's guests was considered evidence of their social
standing. Perhaps the greatest thing a person could be known for was their hospitality. 

 We see in Genesis 18 an encounter where Abraham has with three strangers who were going to pass by
his  tent:  three  “men”,  angels  in  disguise  and  an  appearance  of  the  pre-Incarnate  Christ  {called  a
Christophany, as the narrative indicates speech on behalf of the LORD}; when he invited them to stay
and rest a while, rushing to kill a calf and prepare a sumptuous meal for them. {It was during this meal
that “Sarah laughed” upon the proclamation that when they would return a year later, she would be
holding her own child.} This is what the author of Hebrews references when he writes, “Do not neglect
to show hospitality to strangers, for thereby some have entertained angels unawares.” (Heb. 13:2 ESV).

 We see also in 1 Samuel 25 an encounter where David sent his men to ask for welcome from Nabal of
Carmel, whose servants and sheep they had “protected” in the nearby wilderness  {yes, it was kind of
like a Mafia-type racket that they were doing at that time}, but Nabal rudely rejected David's men and
turned them away. This refusal so infuriated David that it caused him to tell his men “"Every man strap
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on his sword!" And every man of them strapped on his sword. David also strapped on his sword. And
about four hundred men went up after David, while two hundred remained with the baggage.” (1 Sam.
25:13 ESV) and prepare to attack Nabal for this insult. However when Nabal's young wife, Abigail,
heard about what her husband had done; when she heard about his belligerent refusal to provide and care
for a guest, because hospitality was so important, especially freely offered hospitality towards strangers
(because one never knew who might cross their threshold and path), she “...made haste and took two
hundred loaves and two skins of wine and five sheep already prepared and five seahs of parched grain
and a hundred clusters of raisins and two hundred cakes of figs, and laid them on donkeys.”  (1 Sam.
25:18 ESV) and went out to meet David. When she reached him, “...she hurried and got down from the
donkey and fell before David on her face and bowed to the ground. She fell at his feet and said, "On me
alone, my lord, be the guilt. Please let your servant speak in your ears, and hear the words of your
servant. Let not my lord regard this worthless fellow, Nabal, for as his name is, so is he. Nabal is his
name, and folly is with him. But I your servant did not see the young men of my lord, whom you sent.
Now then, my lord, as the LORD lives, and as your soul lives, because the LORD has restrained you
from bloodguilt and from saving with your own hand, now then let your enemies and those who seek to
do evil to my lord be as Nabal. And now let this present that your servant has brought to my lord be
given to the young men who follow my lord. Please forgive the trespass of your servant. For the LORD
will certainly make my lord a sure house, because my lord is fighting the battles of the LORD, and evil
shall not be found in you so long as you live. If men rise up to pursue you and to seek your life, the life
of my lord shall be bound in the bundle of the living in the care of the LORD your God. And the lives of
your enemies he shall sling out as from the hollow of a sling. And when the LORD has done to my lord
according to all the good that he has spoken concerning you and has appointed you prince over Israel,
my lord shall have no cause of grief or pangs of conscience for having shed blood without cause or for
my lord working salvation himself. And when the LORD has dealt well with my lord, then remember
your servant."” (1 Sam. 25:23-31 ESV)begging David's forgiveness and then she blessed him.

We also see in the New Testament and Gospels the continuing cultural and spiritual importance of hospitality.

 During a meal one day, Jesus explained to His host, “When you give a dinner or a banquet, do not invite
your friends or your brothers or your relatives or rich neighbors, lest they also invite you in return and
you be repaid. But when you give a feast, invite the poor, the crippled, the lame, the blind, and you will
be blessed, because they cannot repay you. For you will be repaid at the resurrection of the just.” (Lk.
14:12-14 ESV)

However, it is violations of hospitality which seem to generate a greater condemnation by the LORD.

 During that same meal in the Gospel of Luke, Jesus also told the parable, “A man once gave a great
banquet and invited many. And at the time for the banquet he sent his servant to say to those who had
been invited, 'Come, for everything is now ready.' But they all alike began to make excuses. The first
said to him, 'I have bought a field, and I must go out and see it. Please have me excused.' And another
said, 'I have bought five yoke of oxen, and I go to examine them. Please have me excused.' And another
said, 'I have married a wife, and therefore I cannot come.' So the servant came and reported these things
to his master. Then the master of the house became angry and said to his servant, 'Go out quickly to the
streets and lanes of the city, and bring in the poor and crippled and blind and lame.' And the servant
said, 'Sir, what you commanded has been done, and still  there is room.'  And the master said to the
servant, 'Go out to the highways and hedges and compel people to come in, that my house may be filled.
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For I tell you, none of those men who were invited shall taste my banquet.” (Lk. 14:16-24 ESV). {This
prophetic parable also highlights the rejection by the Jews of the Messiah, Jesus Christ.}

◦ Demonstrating how there was also dishonor in refusing to accept a person's offer of hospitality; that
it was an affront of the greatest offense, as great as refusing to offer hospitality yourself; that failing
to joyfully follow the rules of hospitality could lead to even worse condemnation.

 After Abraham's encounter with those angels, they traveled on to the city of Sodom where they were
welcomed by Abraham's nephew Lot.  He extended his hospitality and brought them into his home.
However, when the men of Sodom came and demanded that Lot expel these visitors from his home so
that they could do “shameful things” to them, the strictures and social rules of hospitality caused Lot to
offer his virgin daughters to the crowd as a substitute for his guests. 

◦ Although he did not actually turn them over to the crowd; although we view the offer itself as a
shameful and immoral act through our present cultural lens, it demonstrates the length to which a
host would go to preserve the safety, security, and well-being of their “guest”, because ensuring his
guest's welfare was a greater social duty for Lot: as their host; than his duty as a father to protect the
virtue and safety of his children. He was willing to sacrifice everything which was most important to
him personally, to protect and defend these strangers: the guests and sojourners within his home;
innocent  men,  who  would  certainly  meet  Jesus's definition  of  “neighbor”  from the  Samaritan
parable (Luke 10:25-37).  {Later we will examine a story in Judges 19 involving a man of Gibeah
and his Levite guest and the surrendering of their women to another crowd to protect the visiting
Levite.} 

▪ So it was that the prophet Ezekiel declared that the guilt of Sodom was proven in their violations
of hospitality (Ezekiel  16; v49-50).  That  their  unwelcoming nature,  their  violent desires and
depravity, their sexual immorality and homosexuality; all of their sinfulness was made manifest
and expressed itself through this their “in-hospitality”, becoming the grossest violations of God's
“greatest commandments” that “"You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with
all your soul and with all your mind. This is the great and first commandment. And a second is
like it: You shall love your neighbor as yourself. On these two commandments depend all the
Law and the Prophets.” (Deut 6:5; Lev. 19:18; Matt 19:19; Matt.  22:37-40 ESV), which the
Apostle Paul declared to the Galatians as being the “fulfillment” of the law, writing “For the
whole law is fulfilled in one word: "You shall love your neighbor as yourself."” (Gal. 5:14 ESV).

So,  now  that  we  recognize  just  how  important  hospitality  truly  is,  being  such  an  obvious  and  tangible
expression of one's love for their neighbor, let us consider the “hospitality” of Jael.

“And Jael came out to meet Sisera and said to him, "Turn aside, my lord; turn aside to me; do not be afraid."

So he turned aside to her into the tent, and she covered him with a rug. And he said to her, "Please give me a
little water to drink, for I am thirsty." 

So she opened a skin of milk and gave him a drink and covered him. 

And he said to her, "Stand at the opening of the tent, and if any man comes and asks you, 'Is anyone here?' say,
'No.'"”

Recognizing General Sisera, Jael invited him into her tent. She gave him shelter and a place to hide: covering
him with a rug. She gave him food and drink. Lastly, she allowed him to rest from all the strain and weariness
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of his travels. Now I think that up until this point she has been one mighty fine hostess, but then “...Jael the wife
of Heber took a tent peg, and took a hammer in her hand. Then she went softly to him and drove the peg into his
temple until it went down into the ground while he was lying fast asleep from weariness. So he died.” 

While Sisera was sleeping, believing that he was safe and sound, securely hidden within the tent of his ally and
friend, Jael snuck up to the sleeping General: creeping silently with malicious intent. Then she drove a thick,
heavy, wooden stake straight down through his skull and into the ground, pinning him in place. 

That was the end of Sisera, the Gentile General. He did not fall in glorious combat, or in conquest, or in defense
of his  homeland, but instead he was murdered in his sleep by a deceitful and treacherous woman and the
prophetic judgment of Deborah against Barak was complete “Nevertheless, the road on which you are going
will not lead to your glory, for the LORD will sell Sisera into the hand of a woman.” (Jdg. 4:9 ESV). Not only
was there no glory for Barak, but Sisera died shamefully through the inglorious activity of this woman, Jael.

Now beyond the obvious  moral issue of murder: violating the Sixth Commandment; Jael also committed a
tremendous breach of etiquette and a gross violation of the rules governing hospitality. Nothing within the story
suggests that Sisera deserved such treatment. 

• He did not rush into her tent to hide. 

• He did not compel her to feed him, hide him, or guard him: Jael's husband was supposed to be his friend
and an ally to Sisera's leige-lord. 

• Jael was not an oppressed woman {her husband Heber was in a state of shalom with Jabin after all}, nor
was she acting in her own self-defense. 

• Jael was a woman and a non-combatant. She was not a soldier so her actions would not fall under any
normal “rules of warfare” except as and example of “betrayal” and assassination.

What Jael did was wrong by every standard, whether human or divine. She murdered Sisera while he slept. She
assassinated the principal commander of her husband's friend, King Jabin's, army. She fed him and gave him a
place to rest, but he did not expect that she was going to send him onto his “eternal rest”. 

She murdered a “guest” in her own tent, so surely one would expect that this would make her the worst hostess
ever. After this, I'm sure those who were willing to accept her “hospitality” became few and far between.

Why in the world would Jael have done such a dastardly deed, or break social etiquette like this? Scripture gives
us no specific motivation. 

• Heber  was  a  “Kenite”,  a  descendant  of  people  indigenous  to  Canaan,  and  descended  from Moses'
brother-in-law,  whose  family  was  historically  allied  with  Israel;  but  Heber  had  “separated  from”
(4:11)his kinfolk who had been incorporated into Israel (1:16), instead making peace with Jabin and the
Gentiles of Hazor. It was Sisera's side of this conflict which was “buttering [Heber and Jael's] bread”. 

• Jael may or may not have been of Israelite descent. Her name, Jael, was not a Yahwistic name: it did not
incorporate part of the LORD's Name; a common cultural practice of reverence and devotion. It was not
Ja-El  or  Yah-El,  to  mean  “Yahweh  is  God”.  It  was  Yah'eel,  {a  noun}  meaning  “mountain  goat”
{although if her name were derived from a verb, then it was a verb meaning “to profit”}, and so not a
very flattering name.
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No, we can only speculate about Jael's murderous motivation but, within the context of this story as a whole, a
reasonable interpretation is that she killed Sisera as an act of revolt against the head of her household (Gen
3:16); against  her husband's    choice to separate them from the people of God: the Elect of the LORD; and
instead align himself with the pagan Gentiles and their Master: the Ruler in this World (John 14:30); Satan. If
this is so, then Jael's act of disobedience: her murderous revolution; is another act of divine judgment against
the men in Israel for their faithlessness, performed by a woman. 

• This then becomes a judgment against the wickedness of men, their godlessness, and their disobedience
to and disbelief in the only Sovereign LORD. 

• A judgment against the confidence of men in men, preferring confidence and faith in the “weakness” of
the LORD; a weakness that is far stronger and greater than the greatest strength of men.

Although Jael's murder of Sisera was a violation of hospitality, it also had the greater effect of delivering Israel
by removing a critical enemy. The sacrifice of her personal and familial honor through this breach of decorum
may actually be an act of love towards Israel, and devotion to the LORD God. She demonstrated a greater
devotion towards the law of God, the LORD's people, and her neighbors {both those nearby and wider towards
the Israelites}, than she was concerned for herself or the socio-cultural norms. She had a greater concern for
God's glory than for her own honor. 

It is from that perspective, that Jael's stealthy murder of Sisera fulfilled the commandments “You shall love the
Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind.” and “You shall love your
neighbor as  yourself.”.  She  considered that  the  good of  Israel  (her  neighbors),  the benefit  to  God's  Elect,
outweighed the moral negatives of her action {this is not an application of the “Utilitarian Theory” (as espoused
by Mr Spock in Star Trek II, “The good of the many outweigh the good of the few, or the one.”}; whereas the
cost to Israel by her inaction was greater than any earthly benefit she and her husband might have gained by
aiding Sisera and his lord, Jabin. She believed that fellowship with the LORD was better than fellowship with
the world and the damnation of partnership with Satan. She loved God so much that she loved God's people and
performed this act in love for her neighbor; in defense of her neighbor, Israel, because she considered them and
loved them above herself,  her  honor,  or her  husband. Jael's  dishonorable act  was more righteous than the
“honorable friendship” of her husband, Heber, with Jabin, King of Hazor. {“Do not be unequally yoked with
unbelievers. For what partnership has righteousness with lawlessness? Or what fellowship has light with
darkness?    What  accord  has  Christ  with  Belial?  Or  what  portion  does  a  believer  share  with  an
unbeliever? What agreement has the temple of God with idols? For we are the temple of the living God; as
God said, "I will make my dwelling among them and walk among them, and I will be their God, and they shall
be my people. Therefore go out from their midst, and be separate from them, says the Lord, and touch no
unclean thing; then I will welcome you, and I will be a father to you, and you shall be sons and daughters to me,
says  the  Lord  Almighty."” (2  Cor.  6:14-18  ESV)}  {This  interpretation  lends  itself  favorably  towards  an
argument for the “Just War” of Augustine: justifying why/when/how acts of violence may be used towards the
good (Rom 8:28) .}

After Sisera was killed, “...Barak was pursuing Sisera, Jael went out to meet him and said to him, "Come, and I
will show you the man whom you are seeking." So he went in to her tent, and there lay Sisera dead, with the tent
peg in his temple.” The means by which Jael brutally murdered Sisera prevented Barak from claiming victory or
any glory in the capture of the enemy General. Sisera's wound could not be reinterpreted or re-imagined as a
combat wound, nor as an “honorable death” by execution {although he was executed in effect, by Jael}. Rightly
or wrongly, because of her action that day, Jael is more (in)famous and well-known than Barak, possessing
more lasting glory than he.
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“So on that day God subdued Jabin the king of Canaan before the people of Israel. And the hand of the people
of  Israel  pressed harder  and harder  against  Jabin the king of Canaan, until  they destroyed Jabin king of
Canaan.”

So it was that “God subdued Jabin the king of Canaan” (4:23), and “the LORD routed Sisera and all  his
chariots and all his army” (4:15) because it was “the LORD [who gave] Sisera into [Barak's] hand” (4:14).

There was no glory for Barak in Sisera's ending but really, neither was the glory for Jael. Soli Deo Gloria; the
glory of Israel's deliverance belonged to God, the LORD, alone.  Although Barak helped to deliver Israel by
removing a terrible threat against his people by defeating Sisera's army; Jael's activity was greater than Barak's
for securing the LORD's victory. Barak removed an army from the board, but it was Jael who removed the
“player” which raised the army, and who could have raised another to replace the one lost.

Thus it was that Israel was delivered from the oppression of Jabin: not through the force and strength of human
arms and glorious  battle,  but  by the willing sacrifice of  a  woman: sacrificing her personal  honor,  and the
hospitality of her home to fulfill the LORD's commandment, to “...love the Lord your God with all your heart
and with all your soul and with all your mind.” and “You shall love your neighbor as yourself.”. 

In the end, Jael's violation of hospitality was actually the most hospitable thing that she could do for God's
people.

Again we have Israel being delivered through assassination, through the sinful and evil actions of people, yet
we see that the LORD will turn our evil actions and intentions towards His good, according to His eternal Plan.

Again, like with Ehud's act of assassination, even though the LORD transformed the sinful actions of men and
women into something good: the deliverance of His Elect; this does not mean that God approves of our sin,
endorses our sinful activities, or gives us a license to sin. The ends: God's ends; do not justify any and every
means. However, the LORD's redemptive use of Jael's, and Ehud's before her, immoral actions gives us hope
that our failures, and even our wrong and sinful acts done with good intent, can and will be redeemed and
transformed as well. 

The final lesson which we receive from Jael about “hospitality”, like Lot before her, and Jesus' parables, is the
reminder  that  “loving  your  neighbor,  for  God's  sake,  will  often  mean  sacrificing  something  of  value  to
yourself.”.

AMEN
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Illustration 1: The STAR is the suggested 
location of Harosheth

Illustration 2: The STAR is the suggested 
location of Harosheth


