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Judges 06 -   Shamgar, A Simple Tool

01/01/2023

Scripture 1: (Jdg. 3:31 ESV) 

After him [Ehud] was Shamgar the son of Anath, who killed 600 of the Philistines with an oxgoad, and he also
saved Israel.

Sermon:

We return now to our study in the book of Judges. We are rolling back into the distant past of God's people, to
some-when around 1225 BC: twelve hundred-ish years before the first Christmas; before the days when a king
ruled in Israel, yet after the exodus from Egypt. As we begin to move out of the Christmas season, let us pause
and refresh our memories as we resume studying the LORD's earlier works of deliverance in history on behalf
of His chosen people; His earlier works of  earthly and  temporal salvation which foreshadowed the future
salvation that came from the Messiah and our Savior, Jesus Christ, and which highlighted God's continuing care
and provision for His Elect, yet still faithless people.

Remembering back:

• It was some when around 1440 BC that Moses led the Children of Israel out from their bondage and
slavery in Egypt. Moses led them to Mount Sinai where they received the Torah, but then they sinned a
great sin by worshiping a golden idol,  as if  it  were the LORD. However,  their  transgressions were
forgiven following their repentance. They then spent the next year constructing the Tabernacle for the
LORD to dwell in their midst, and then they began the journey to lay claim to the Promised Land of
Canaan. (Exodus)

• However, instead of taking possession of the land as God commanded, they sinned again by doubting
the LORD's promise and not trusting Him; thus they were condemned to wander in the wilderness for
forty years, until that whole faithless generation had expired (Numbers).

• Following their wilderness wanderings, the leadership of Israel passed on from the 120 year old Moses
to the 80-ish Joshua (Deuteronomy). Then the Israelites began their invasion of the Promised Land and
the slow process  of  conquering  it  and executing  the  LORD's  judgment  upon the pagan Canaanites
(Joshua). 

• After  leading  Israel  for  about  thirty  years,  Joshua  renewed the  LORD's  covenant  with  the  people;
reaffirming the vows of obedience and fidelity to their divine Sovereign, that they and their forebears
had earlier sworn to the LORD: first at Mount Sinai, and then again upon the plains of Moab before they
crossed the Jordan River (Joshua 24). Following this, Joshua and all of his conquering generation died
(Judges 2:10).

• But Israel again soon fell into sinfulness and:

◦ “And the people of Israel did what was evil in the sight of the LORD and served the Baals.” (Jdg.
2:11 ESV); 

◦ “So the anger of the LORD was kindled against Israel, and he gave them over to plunderers, who
plundered them.” (Jdg. 2:14 ESV);
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◦ “Then the LORD raised up judges, who saved them out of the hand of those who plundered them.”
(Jdg. 2:16 ESV)

• The first judge and deliverer of Israel was Othniel, Caleb's nephew, and he judged Israel forty years.

• The next deliverer was Ehud the left-handed, who slew the fat king of Moab, after whom Israel had
peace for the next eighty years.

• Which brings us to the next deliverer of Israel, Shamgar. “After [Ehud] was Shamgar the son of Anath,
who killed 600 of the Philistines with an oxgoad, and he also saved Israel.”

Now Scripture shares very little specific information about him. Although his name is mentioned in only two
verses of the Bible, here and again with an “honorable mention” during the “Song of Deborah” (Judges 5:6), we
can actually know and understand more about him and who he was, than we could about someone like Enoch,
the “Seventh from Adam” who was taken up into heaven by the LORD (Gen 5:21-24; Hebrews 11:5-6).

• First, his name of Shamgar, was not a typical Israelite name: unlike most Israelite names, it is neither a
Hebrew verbal derivative, nor does it share anything in common as a linguistic cognate: for example the
name Nathan comes from the verb meaning “he gave”, as Jonathan means “Yahweh has given”, and
Elijah means “Yahweh is my God”, or Joseph which means “He increases”. Shamgar also does not even
sound like any of the other Biblically recorded Hebrew or Israelite names: Hezekiah, Elijah, Joshua,
David, or Jonathon; it sounds more as if it belongs to a character in a Robert Howard novel, more like
“Shamgar, the Barbarian”. Instead, the roots for the name Shamgar shares more in common with the
Hurrian people, another Bronze Age people-group who lived north of Canaan, in a region between the
Arameans  and  the  Hittites,  yet  they  also  shared  many  cultural  and  religious  similarities  with  the
indigenous Canaanites.

• Secondly, the descriptor of being “the son of Anath” would be peculiar for an Israelite to say the least;
not only because the name “Anath” was a feminine name, a woman's name, and the common cultural
custom dictated that when the name of only one parent is referenced, then the named parent was always
the father {Consider the geneology of Jesus in Luke 3, where He is listed as “...being the son (as was
supposed) of Joseph...” (Lk. 3:23 ESV) and how the rest of this list, which is very different from the list
in Matthew, is understood as being the geneology of Mary, interpreting “Heli” (3:23) as Mary's father.
The women named in Matthew's geneology are listed in reference to the father “...Judah the father of
Perez and Zerah by Tamar...” (Matt. 1:3 ESV)}, but secondly, because Anath was the name of a goddess
common to many of the Ancient Near East pantheons and she was often found in relationship with Baal.
Therefore,  since  this  epithet  is  unlikely to  reference  actual  Shamgar's  lineage,  then  it  must  instead
describe something else important about him. 

◦ Some scholars have suggested that “son of Anath” is a shorthand reference to a possible hometown,
like “Beth-Anath” (Judges 1:33) within the territory of Naphtali (the future Galilee), but the Hebrew
text does not share any written similarities with what should be expected if that were the case. 

◦ Meanwhile,  other extra-Biblical,  ancient Near East  documents which have been recovered,  have
been found to use the expression “the son of Anath” to describe known warriors. It appears to be an
honorific  for  someone devoted to  the violent  arts,  since the pagan deity Anath was a  “warrior-
goddess” like the Greek Artemis. Thus this interpretation would have Shamgar to be considered a the
“son of Anath” in the sense that he is an inheritor or beneficent of, or a client receiver of the patron
deity Anath.
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▪ The most reasonable interpretation of “son of Anath” epithet is as a military honorific1; so, my
jest about “Shamgar, the Barbarian” is probably not all that far off.

• Thirdly, Shamgar killed six hundred Philistines: that recorded fact, in and of itself would be a rather
impressive feat for any single fighter, even today. 

◦ The death toll from the Japanese sneak attack upon Pearl Harbor was 1,902 souls2, or only 798 if you
remove the Arizona: 800 people killed in a dawn surprise attack, by two waves of enemy fighter
planes and bombers.; while

◦ Chris  Kyle,  the  Navy Seal  and  expert  sniper,  had  255  kills  claimed,  of  which  only  160  were
confirmed.; or

◦ Timothy McVeigh, who murdered 168 innocents in his truck bombing of the Oklahoma City Federal
Building. 

These killers and murderous events pale in comparison to Shamgar's record. So, if the greatness of Shamgar's
battlefield prowess and success would be undeniable, when compared against our contemporary killers, with all
of  the  modern  advancements  in  death  dealing  which  they have  access  to,  then  Shamgar  should  surely be
considered as a legendary warrior on par with the likes of Achilles or Herakles; with Genghis Khan, Alexander
the Great, or Julius Caesar. 

• Fourth, Shamgar must have been a violent man, a death-dealer par excellance, and God's people were
certainly blessed that his violence was directed towards their enemies. Not only did he kill six hundred
Philistines, a war-like people on the Mediterranean coast, fierce warriors who had “chariots of iron”
(Judges  1:18-19)  {probably  iron  implements  for  the  axles  and  other  hardware,  which  would  have
improved the durability of their structure and thus their usefulness} while the Israelites were dependent
upon their less-mobile infantry, armed only with bronze weapons or their archers and slingers, for their
defense. If we consider the frequency in which the Bible mentions the Philistines as “oppressing Israel”,
we must believe that the Israelite forces rarely were sufficient to stand up against them. 

▪ Yet not only did Shamgar kill six hundred Philistines, he killed them with an “oxgoad”. 

• What is an oxgoad? We've talked about them before, when the Apostle Paul recounts his
conversion to Herod Agrippa (Acts 26), and quotes Jesus as asking him “Saul, Saul, why are
you persecuting me? It is hard for you to kick against the goads.” (Acts 26:14 ESV). 

◦ An oxgoad was like a pointed spear, some with a curved hook or spike on the side (very
similar to a modern fireplace poker), and it was used to guide and direct oxen as they
plowed or pulled carts. The driver would use the oxgoad to jab or “poke” the ox with the
pointy parts thereby causing them to move in the opposite direction (away from the pain
or  annoyance).  Particularly stubborn animals  were known to “kick  back”  against  the
goads and the driver, earning more and harder jabs in response. 

◦ Simply put, an oxgoad was just a common and simple farm tool that anyone or everyone
could have easy access to; it was a tool and not a weapon.

1 Day, John. YAHWEH and the Gods and Goddesses of Canaan (ISBN 0-8264-6830-6)

2 https://www.nps.gov/perl/learn/historyculture/navy-casualties.htm
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▪ Thus it becomes so much more greatly impressive that Shamgar acquired his impressive and
astonishing kill-count when using only a simple farm implement.

Now, what do we know about Shamgar? He was not likely an Israelite. He was likely just a “nobody”, with no
parentage or family of note: not a naturally born part of God's chosen people, not “belonging” with the Israelites
there in the Promised Land. He was from “nowhere”, at least nowhere significant to the Israelites. He was an
exceptional warrior, being able to fight, win, and kill so many people without a proper weapon, only a farm
tool. Yet this  is who the LORD chose,  in His infinite and ineffable wisdom; God chose this nobody, from
nowhere, and with no weapon; to save Israel with a simple tool: Shamgar.

What  is  really so  important  about  Shamgar?  Absolutely nothing.  He himself  was completely unimportant,
unexpected,  and an  unlikely hero  for  the  Hebrew people.  Yet  he  was  also  completely important,  divinely
planned and predestined, and an absolutely necessary hero in Israel because the LORD God decided to make
him so and used him. Shamgar is important for us and the history of God's people, not because of his legendary
battlefield prowess, but because the Sovereign God made him important and made him a part of His eternal plan
of salvation and our redemption. 

Each and everyone of us are just as unimportant as Shamgar was, within the grand scheme of history, and we
are each just as important as Shamgar within God's eternal plan. That is the greatest lesson for us to take home
from  these  first  few  heroes,  deliverers,  and  saviors  of  ancient  Israel:  that  the  LORD  is  sovereign  over
everything,  and  that  He  will  use  whomever and  whatever He wills, in  order  to  effect  His  saving  grace.
Remembering that this salvation has always been accomplished in the most unlikely manner and often from a
position or perspective of worldly weakness. As Paul explains concerning God's power, “My grace is sufficient
for  you,  for  my  power  is  made  perfect  in  weakness."  Therefore  I  will  boast  all  the  more  gladly  of  my
weaknesses, so that the power of Christ may rest upon me.” (2 Cor. 12:9 ESV). Only a truly omnipotent deity
can do so much with so little, with such poor and flawed materials; only the Creator God who alone made
heaven and earth.

• Othniel was a part of the tribe of Judah, but he also did not really belong. His father Kenaz and his uncle
Caleb (Judges 3:9) were the sons of “Jephunneh the Kenizzite” (Num. 32:12 ESV), and the Kenizzites
were  one  of  the  Canaanite  people-groups  whose  land  the  LORD  promised  to  give  to  Abraham's
descendants; meaning that Othniel's family and near ancestors had been adopted into and accepted by
Judah, likely as part of the “mixed multitude” of peoples who left Egypt with the Israelites (Ex 12:38).
Othniel, even though he was descended from a foreigner, was not a person whom we'd normally expect
as a Hebrew Hero of the LORD, yet “The Spirit of the LORD was upon him, and he judged Israel.” (Jdg.
3:10 ESV).;

• Ehud was a part of the tribe of Benjamin and “a left-handed man” (3:15): an attribute which must be
unusual and significant, otherwise it'd not have been mentioned. “Then the people of Israel cried out to
the LORD, and the LORD raised up for them a deliverer...” (Jdg. 3:15 ESV). This deliverer whom “the
LORD raised up” used his left-handedness to sneak a weapon into the presence of the Moabite king,
which enabled Ehud to assassinate him and escape. 

◦ Israel was saved by a murder and through an act of assassination: evil acts performed according to
the free will of a sinful man, yet which the LORD also turned to the good, according to His divine
and sovereign intentions. Recall again the words of Paul, “And we know that for those who love God
all things work together for good, for those who are called according to his purpose.” (Rom. 8:28
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ESV), or Joseph to his brothers, “As for you, you meant evil against me, but God meant it for good,
to bring it about that many people should be kept alive, as they are today.” (Gen. 50:20 ESV).; and

• Like the first two deliverers, Shamgar was unusual and did not belong, yet God used him anyways. The
LORD used Shamgar: a nobody from nowhere, a man of violence with a pagan warrior-goddess for a
patron, using a simple tool; God used this Shamgar and “...he also saved Israel.”. Praise be to God!

Really, when it comes down to it, none of us are all that different from Shamgar. We are all a bunch of nobodies
from nowhere. We are all unlikely followers of Jesus Christ. None of us could, would or should be expected to
have lain hold of Jesus Christ in faith, except only by the LORD's sovereign decree and intervention. 

We are each simple tools: each of us are like Shamgar's oxgoad when we are used in the hands of the LORD;
and just as Shamgar used his tool to such great effect, so to Jesus can and will use us. We are each unworthy
tools, but we are being used to further God's purposes, even if He must re-purpose us from what would be
ordinarily expected of us. We become like swords which Jesus transforms into plowshares (Isaiah 2:4) and then
sets us to the task of ordering His fields {instead of plowshares being transformed into swords}. 

A commonly used Christian proverb is, “The LORD does not call the qualified, He qualifies the called.”, an
interpretation we draw especially from the examples of Moses (Exodus 4) and the twelve Apostles {excepting
perhaps Paul} (Matthew 10:1-20). 

• Moses had concerns over his speech, his ability to speak before people and some interpreters suggest
that he may have had some sort of speech impediment (like a stutter or lisp); yet regardless of the why,
the point still is that Moses did not feel like he was capable of being used by the LORD, in God's plan of
salvation.;

• The twelve disciples often get maligned and called something like the “Sabbath School” rejects but
really, in following the “Rabbi Jesus ben Joseph” they were actually fulfilling their Jewish obligations to
learn the things of God. Counted among there number were: at least four fishermen (Peter, Andrew,
James, John), a tax collector (Matthew or Levi), and a political {the Zealots were a revolutionary party
of militant Jews during the 1st century, or he was possibly a religious zealot (a fanatic and conservative
dedicated to a strict adherence to the Torah)} radical (Simon the Zealot); and these guys certainly would
not be our ideal or expected “Dream Team”, to go out evangelizing and changing the world {Paul surely
would have made the cut in our minds}, yet they are perfect examples of God's redeeming grace and
power manifested in weakness.; but also remember that,

• Concerning the  patriarchs:  Abraham was the son of  a  pagan (Joshua 24:2,  and also an idol  maker
according to Jewish tradition), and a liar willing to exploit his wife's virtue for his own safety (Genesis
12); while Jacob was a trickster, deceiving his father to steal his brother's blessing (Gen 27).; then 

• David was the youngest son of Jesse, just a simple shepherd when he was anointed as king by Samuel,
and no more than a child  {maybe a teenager, but probably younger} when he faced and defeated the
warrior-giant Goliath.;

• Elisha (Elishua) was just a farmer out plowing his family's fields, when Elijah (Eliyahu) called him to
service and to succeed him as a prophet of God.; and

• Esther  was  just  an  orphan  girl:  without  dowry or  marriage  prospects,  being  raised  by  her  cousin
Mordecai (Esther 2:7); before she was elevated to marry the Persian king, and she later arranged for the
rescue of her kindred as queen.
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So, just as Shamgar fits well within the litany of unlikely heroes of God, then so too may we. Every one of us:
young and old, men and women, unemployed, retired, or employed, strong and weak; not only are each of us
able to be used by God, but surely we are each being used by Him often without our even knowing. Although
not everyone is called to slay six hundred Philistines, or become a missionary in Africa, or to pastor a church, or
to evangelize crowds of people in arenas, most of us are being used in small ways with greater and eternal
effect.

• How we talk, work, live, and act serves as a witness for our faith; for what we truly believe. We cannot
be a Christian on Sunday and then act like the godless or the pagans on Monday. The elder, older, and
more mature saints should teach us and demonstrate to us how to live godly, god-fearing, god-honoring
lives while the younger and newer believers will more often be found engaged in the world and able to
witness or minister to those who do not yet believe or know the Gospel. Think of the potential impact!

• A simple act of kindness, which may seem superficial to us, can have an extraordinary and positive
impact on another person's day or life. We can show God's grace and love when feeding the homeless,
paying for the meal of the car behind you in the drive-thru, or by simply saying “Thank You” to the
person at the register and being polite in the midst of this world full of noise. Think of the potential
impact!

• Helping the many customers and guests during our Rummage Sales is an opportunity for you to share
Christ. That mission itself, by the money it raises, goes on to help others and make a positive impact in
our community and for people's faith in Jesus. Think of the potential impact!

• Taking your neighbor a meal or three, after they return from a hospital stay or medical procedure may
open them to hear the Spirit's call and ask you “Why do you act so different?”. Just think of the potential
impact!

• You can teach the kids in Sunday School or it “Kid's Own Worship” and learn God's truth alongside the
children or even from them too. Many of us here are products of something like this. We are the proof of
it's past impact, while these kids are our hope of it's  future impact, and none of us have to kill six
hundred Philistines! Think of the potential impact.

The opportunities for each of us to serve Christ and to help out with His work of building His kingdom; the
opportunities for each of us to be used, in some way or fashion are uncountable, immeasurable, unnoticed, and
usually un-glorified and thankless, but that should not stop for acting as we are called. We each need to be more
mindful, to be more open to the prodding and prompting of the Holy Spirit, so that we may more willingly and
consciously act for the LORD. Regardless, no matter what we choose to do or not do, God is going to use us to
further His eternal plan, however He wills, whether we want to be used or not. However, it usually goes better
for us whenever we say “Yes” the first time, just ask Jonah.

Yes, our normal first response to God's call, to His demands upon our life is, “Oh no God, not me God. You've
got the wrong person here. I'm not good at that. That is not who I am. You've got to be kidding me, right God?”.
I know that I spent so many years avoiding it, trying everything else when I was younger, but what God wants,
God gets, and then we end up being happier and better because of it; I know that I am both because of ya'll {this
congregation} and Jodie {my Bride-to-Be}. 

However, our natural, selfish, ordinary, human response is not a reason, it is an excuse. Moses tried it, and how
did God respond? “Then the LORD said to him, "Who has made man's mouth? Who makes him mute, or deaf,
or seeing, or blind? Is it not I, the LORD? Now therefore go, and I will be with your mouth and teach you what
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you shall speak." (Exod. 4:11-12 ESV) God is the one who made us, therefore God gets to decide how we, His
chosen tools, will be used; even if we might feel as if we are being improperly used for an improper purpose; as
if we are the wrong tool for the right job {like cutting paper with our wife's fabric shears}; even if we are an
oxgoad, a simple tool being used in the hands of a skilled and powerful warrior. 

Paul also writes, “But who are you, O man, to answer back to God? Will what is molded say to its molder, "Why
have you made me like this?"

Has the potter no right over the clay, to make out of the same lump one vessel for honorable use and another
for dishonorable use? What if God, desiring to show his wrath and to make known his power, has endured with
much patience vessels of wrath prepared for destruction, in order to make known the riches of his glory for
vessels of mercy, which he has prepared beforehand for glory-- even us whom he has called, not from the Jews
only but also from the Gentiles?” (Rom. 9:20-24 ESV) .

Even though he was an unexpected deliverer, an unlikely hero, the LORD chose to use Shamgar, and others like
him, to deliver Israel in history; therefore, we should not be surprised that our deliverance, our eternal salvation
comes from an unexpected quarter. 

Jesus  Christ  was the unexpected Messiah and king.  He was not  the Messiah the people expected or  even
wanted, but He is the Messiah whom God's Elect needs. Our salvation from sin came unexpectedly by the
willing death of the only perfect and righteous man, executed upon a Roman cross, for our crimes against God:
all of our sin and wickedness. Death itself was conquered and is being killed by the only person Who did not
deserve to die; Who died and then raised Himself again from the dead. The LORD God, Jesus Christ, will
always use the most unexpected and the unlikely, because it most showcases His power, and gives Him all of
the glory, by removing our chance to contribute or claim any of the glory or credit for ourselves. 

Israel, the Church, all of God's Elect are delivered: rescued, saved, and redeemed; through the simplest and
most unexpected of tools and means: by grace through faith in Christ alone; just as ancient Israel was saved by:
“Shamgar,  the  son  of  Anath,  who  killed  600  of  the  Philistines  with  an  oxgoad...”.  He  was  a  simple  and
unexpected tool and we are each simple tools like Shamgar as well, so who might the LORD save, through
using you or me?

AMEN
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